
MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION


MINUTES - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2004
The Thursday, February 26, 2004 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 3:14 p.m.  Present were:  Commissioners 
Ben Alperstein, Phil Feaster, Bill McCaffrey, and Raymond Daue; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General.

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 25, 2003 COMMISSION MINUTES
The September 25, 2003 minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which previously were distributed to all Commission members for review, 

were discussed.  Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the September 25, 2003 Minutes of the Commission.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL  BOXING SHOWS
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional boxing shows:

March 2, 2004 - Martin's West - Woodlawn, Maryland

Promoter:  Felix A. Dialoiso - Charm City Boxing, LLC.; 
March 11, 2004 - Michael's Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland

Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner, Ballroom Boxing, Inc.; and

April 8, 2004 - Wyndham Inner Harbor Hotel - Baltimore, Maryland

Annual "Fight To Save A Heart" Charity Show

Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner, Ballroom Boxing, Inc.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWS

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:


Thursday, January 29, 2004 - 8:00 p.m.  ("Ring of Honor" Show)


Michael's Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland


Promoter:  Donna Burke - Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); 

Sunday, February 8, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.


North Point Flea Market - Essex, Maryland


Promoter:  Donna Burke - Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); 

Sunday, February 29, 2004 - 7:30 p.m.


North Point Flea Market - Essex, Maryland


Promoter:  Donna Burke - Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation (MEWF); and


Sunday, March 7, 2004 - 2:00 p.m.


First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland


Promoter:  World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE).
HOTSIE ALPERSTEIN TO BE INDUCTED INTO THE 

MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
Commissioner McCaffrey reported that Hotsie Alperstein, the outstanding amateur collegiate boxer and younger brother of Commissioner Ben Alperstein, will be inducted into the Maryland State Athletic Hall of Fame on May 19, 2004 at Michael's Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie.  The Commission asked Commissioner Alperstein to convey its warmest congratulations to his brother, Hotsie Alperstein, on his induction.

VIOLATION OF “CONFICT OF INTEREST” PROVISION
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) has recently discovered what it considers to be several violations of the “conflict of interest” provision in the Federal law which, in part, provides that no person who enforces or administers state boxing laws may belong to, contract with, or receive compensation from a sanctioning organization.  
Mr. Spizler noted that the ABC Legal Committee has opined that professional boxing referees or judges who “hold office” in sanctioning organizations are in violation of this “conflict of interest” provision, and that the ABC Legal Committee has advised the ABC to send a letter to these officials informing them that they are in violation of the provision (e.g., a world-renowned judge serving as the chairman of a sanctioning organization’s ratings committee).
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT


Executive Director Pannella reported that the 2004 Meeting of the Association of Boxing Commission (ABC) will be held from July 20 - 25, 2004 at the Francis Marion Hotel in Charleston, South Carolina.

Executive Director Pannella presented the Commission with a proposed lineup for the March 2, 2004 professional boxing show.

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion regarding the Commission’s group secondary accident insurance policy for professional boxer, kickboxers, and professional wrestlers.

MANDATORY REST PERIODS FOR BOXERS
The Commission held a discussion regarding “mandatory rest periods” for professional boxers.

REPORT:  JANUARY 22, 2004 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Commissioner Feaster and Commissioner McCaffrey led a Commission discussion regarding the January 22, 2004 professional boxing show which was held at Michael's Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie and promoted by Michael J. Wagner of Ballroom Boxing Inc..  Both Commissioner Feaster and Commissioner McCaffrey reported that the bouts held were well-matched and competitive. 
NEXT SCHEDULED COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting 

will be held on Thursday, March 25, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor 

Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Feaster, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 5:25 p.m..
