MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2008
The Thursday, March 27, 2008 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:17 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and 
Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General.

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES

The November 29, 2007 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed. Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the November 29, 2007 Minutes of the Commission.
The December 20, 2007 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed. Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Chairman Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the December 20, 2007 Minutes of the Commission.
The February 21, 2008 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed. Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the February 21, 2008 Minutes of the Commission.
MSAC-08-03:  JONATHAN FELTON VS. ASKIA SCHNEIDER BOUT
In the matter of Case No. MSAC-08-03, after the taking of testimony and evidence in regard to the scuffle which occurred between licensed professional boxers Jonathan Felton and Askia Schneider immediately prior to their scheduled four-round bout on January 31, 2008 at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland, the Commission concluded that:  (1) Mr. Felton violated Commission regulations pertaining to exhibiting unruly conduct which may incite individuals to disturb the peace (COMAR 09.14.10.03 [A]) and interfering with a Commission official in the performance of the official’s duties (COMAR 09.14.10.06); and 

(2) Mr. Schneider violated Commission regulations pertaining to exhibiting unruly conduct which may incite individuals to disturb the peace (COMAR 09.14.10.03 [A]).  The Commission also concluded that Mr. Felton was the instigator of the incident, and that a punch thrown by Mr. Schneider in the direction of Mr. Felton further escalated the incident.  The Commission was impressed by the fact that, during the hearing, both Mr. Felton and Mr. Schneider apologized to the Commission and to each other for their inappropriate, unsportsmanlike actions.  
In regard to Jonathan Felton, the Commission ordered that Mr. Felton:  1. be suspended by the Commission for a time period beginning on January 31, 2008 and ending on March 27, 2008; 2. pay the Commission a fine in the amount of $750.00, with $250.00 being due within the next 60 days and, provided that Mr. Felton is not disciplined by any state or tribal boxing commission in the United States within the next nine months, the remaining $500.00 be waived. 

In regard to Askia Schneider, the Commission ordered that Mr. Schneider:  1. be suspended by the Commission for a time period beginning on January 31, 2008 and ending on March 27, 2008; 2. pay the Commission a fine in the amount of $500.00, with $100.00 being due within the next 60 days and, provided that Mr. Felton is not disciplined by any state or tribal boxing commission in the United States within the next six months, the remaining $400.00 be waived. 

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL AND “PRO-AM” BOXING SHOWS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the 

May 3, 2008 professional boxing show proposed by promoter Gene Molovinsky of Keystone Boxing and scheduled to be held at the District Heights Municipal Center in District Heights, Maryland.  Executive Director Pannella reported that he will be meeting with both Mr. Molovinsky and representatives of the City of District Heights, Maryland on March 28, 2008 to conduct a site inspection of the District Heights Municipal Center, and that the inspection will include the submittal of a security plan for the event.  

The Commission directed Mr. Pannella to ensure that the security plan included plans for an adequate police presence at the event. 
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, Executive Director Pannella is to conduct a site inspection of the District Heights Municipal Center and submit a report to the Commission regarding this inspection; and, provided that such a report is favorable, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following boxing show: 

Professional Boxing Show


Saturday, May 3, 2008 - 8:00 p.m.


District Heights Municipal Center - District Heights, Maryland


Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky / Keystone Boxing;

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to “pro-am” boxing shows scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.

Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following “pro-am” boxing shows:

“Pro-Am” Boxing Show
tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Thursday, May 29, 2008 - 8:00 p.m.
(Replaces Previously-Approved May 15, 2008 Boxing Show)
Michael’s Eighth Avenue - Glen Burnie, Maryland
Promoter:  Michael J. Wagner / Ballroom Boxing;  
“Pro-Am” Boxing Show
tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Friday, June 13, 2008 - 8:00 p.m.
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith / Baltimore Pro Boxing;  

“Pro-Am” Boxing Show
tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Friday, July 25, 2008 - 8:00 p.m.
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith / Baltimore Pro Boxing; and 

“Pro-Am” Boxing Show
tc \l4 "the following professional boxing show:Friday, September 5, 2008 - 8:00 p.m.
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith / Baltimore Pro Boxing.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING SHOWS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling shows currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland in the months of April and May of 2008.  
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling shows:
Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, April 5, 2008 - 7:30 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW)


The Green Room - Essex, Maryland; 

Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, April 12, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / National Wrestling League (NWL)


All-Star Karate and Kickboxing Gym - Hagerstown, Maryland; 

Professional Wrestling Show 

Saturday, May 3, 2008 - 1:00 p.m.

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick / Eastern Wrestling Alliance (ECW)


J. D. Byrider Auto Sales - Glen Burnie, Maryland; and
Professional Wrestling Show

Sunday, May 4, 2008 - 7:30 p.m.

Promoter:  Richard Caricofe / Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW)


The Green Room - Essex, Maryland; 

FEBRUARY 29, 2008 PROFESSIONAL BOXING SHOW
Chairman Norman led a Commission discussion in regard to the February 29, 2008 professional boxing show which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing and held at the Pikesville Armory in Pikesville.  Chairman Norman noted that all of the six professional boxing bouts comprising this boxing show ended by either knockout or technical knockout in the first round, with four of these bouts ending in less than one minute.  Chairman Norman further noted that Commission representatives opined that, in more than one of these bouts, the losing boxer appeared to lack even the most basic of boxing skills.

Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to instruct Executive Director Pannella to prepare a letter, to be signed for the Commission by Chairman Norman, which will place Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing on notice that, in regard to bouts proposed by both Mr. Smith and the matchmaker hired by Mr. Smith for professional boxing shows promoted by Mr. Smith:  (1) the Commission must receive credible information regarding each proposed  boxer’s skill level, training regimen and fitness; and (2) instances of “mismatches” will not be tolerated by the Commission.
UPDATE ON MMA LEGISLATION 
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with an update regarding SB 649 / HB 795, legislation currently being considered by the Maryland General Assembly which seeks to authorize mixed martial arts (MMA) contests in the State.   Mr. Spizler reported that the House and Senate bills have been cross-filed, with both versions now including amendments proposed by the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR) and the Commission. 

Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that the Commission amendments include:  1. A more concise, but encompassing, descriptive definition of MMA; 2. Express restrictions on the nature of contact during an MMA “exhibition”, which are identical to the restrictions currently in place under State law regarding “martial arts”; and 3. In the absence of any “nationally recognized” amateur kickboxing organization or amateur MMA organization, the regulation of amateur MMA by an amateur kickboxing organization or amateur MMA organization which:  (a) is approved by the Commission, with such approval not arbitrarily or capriciously being withheld; (b) administers and enforces amateur MMA regulations adopted by the Commission; and (c) does not have a financial interest in either an MMA contestant or the promotion of an MMA contest. 

MARYLAND STATE FEATHERWEIGHT TITLE CONTEST
Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter Michael J. Wagner of Ballroom Boxing has proposed a “Maryland State Featherweight Title” professional boxing contest between Tyrell Samuel of Baltimore, Maryland and Thomas Snow of Capital Heights, Maryland as the main event for Mr. Wagner’s “pro-am” boxing show scheduled to be held on April 3, 2008 at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve of Tyrell Samuel and Thomas Snow competing for the “Maryland State Featherweight Title” in a 
ten-round professional boxing contest scheduled to be held as the main event for a “pro-am” boxing show on April 3, 2008 at Michael’s Eighth Avenue in Glen Burnie, Maryland. 

2008 U.S. INTERNATIONAL KUO SHU CHAMPIONSHIPS
Executive Director Pannella reported that the United States Kuo Shu Federation has contacted the Maryland State Athletic Commission, seeking assurances that relevant portions of the 2008 U.S. International Kuo Shu Championships, to be held on 
July 25 - 27, 2008 in Hunt Valley, Maryland, would not require Commission sanctioning and regulation.  Mr. Pannella explained that this tournament will include full contact amateur fighting contests in the martial arts disciplines of Shuai Jiao fighting (Chinese-style wrestling) and Lei Tai fighting (Chinese-style kickboxing).
The Commission instructed Executive Director Pannella and Senior Assistant Attorney General to conduct additional research to determine whether the United States Kuo Shu Federation is a “nationally recognized” amateur kickboxing organization.  Mr. Spizler explained that, per Maryland law, amateur boxing, kickboxing, or wrestling conducted under the supervision of a national recognized amateur organization is exempted from Commission regulation.

WEIGH-IN LOCATION PROPOSED BY MURRAY “JAKE” SMITH
Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing has proposed to hold the weigh-ins for future professional boxing shows promoted by Mr. Smith at the Hustler Club in Baltimore, Maryland.  Executive Director Pannella reported that he will be meeting with both Mr. Smith and representatives of the Hustler Club to conduct a site inspection of the Hustler Club to ensure that adequate meeting space can be provided for the conduction of standard weigh-in activities and Commission procedures. 
The Commission approved weigh-ins for professional boxing shows promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith of Baltimore Pro Boxing to be conducted at the Hustler Club in Baltimore, Maryland, provided that:  (1) Mr. Pannella submits a favorable site inspection report of this location; and (2) Mr. Smith arranges for free parking for Commission staff and the boxers, seconds and managers who will be participating in these weigh-ins.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, April 24, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 5:25 p.m..
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