MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2009
The Thursday, May 28, 2009 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:24 p.m..  Present were:  Commissioner Ben Alperstein (Acting Chairman); Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General; and Michelle Martin, Administrative Assistant. 
APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES

The revised March 26, 2009 Commission Minutes, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the March 26, 2009 revised Minutes of the Commission.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to a professional wrestling event promoted by Event Services, Inc. A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. and scheduled to be held on the evening of August 29, 2009 at the Ocean City Convention Center in Ocean City, Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Saturday, August 29, 2009 - 7:30 p.m.
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 
World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.
Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, Maryland.
SCHEDULING AND APPROVAL OF EVENTS
The Commission held a discussion pertaining to the policy which the Commission approved at its February 26, 2009 meeting, stipulating that the Commission will not allow any boxing, kickboxing and MMA event held in the State of Maryland and proposed in the future to occur on the same date or on consecutive dates.
The Commission considered whether it would be appropriate to amend its policy in the following manner:  Unless special permission is granted by the Commission, a boxing, kickboxing or MMA event cannot be held on the same date as the scheduled weigh-in activity of another Commission-sanctioned event.
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler opined that the Commission can amend its policy in such a discretionary manner provided there is a rational basis upon which the Commission makes its decision to grant “special permission” to allow a boxing, kickboxing or MMA event to be held on the same date as the scheduled weigh-in activity of another Commission-sanctioned event.
The Commission emphasized that, if it elects to amend its policy to grant special permission to allow a boxing, kickboxing or MMA event to be held on the same date as the scheduled weigh-in activity of another Commission-sanctioned event, such special permission will be solely and exclusively contingent on the availability and duties of Commission staff.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to set a Commission policy stipulating that, unless special permission is granted by the Commission, a boxing, kickboxing or MMA event cannot be held on the same date as the scheduled weigh-in activity of another Commission-sanctioned event.
CAMACHO - CAMPAS BOUT
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler provided the Commission with an overview of the chronology of events which preceded the professional boxing bout held between Hector Camacho and “Yori Boy” Campas in the State of Florida on May 9, 2009, and reported the following information.  The Camacho-Campas bout was originally proposed to be held in the State of Jersey.  However, after Mr. Camacho was observed in a sparring session by Aaron Davis, the Commissioner of the New Jersey Athletic Control Board, the New Jersey Athletic Control Board elected to not approve the bout between Mr. Camacho and Mr. Campas.  The Florida State Boxing Commission approved an eight-round bout between Mr. Camacho and Mr. Campus in the absence of contacting the New Jersey Athletic Control Board to make inquiry as to why the bout was not approved in New Jersey; and the bout was held on May 9, 2009 (the date originally scheduled in New Jersey).  The bout ended in a draw (after, reportedly, excessive holding).
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler commended Commissioner Davis of the New Jersey Athletic Control Board for taking a firm position against the Camacho-Campas bout based on Mr. Davis’ safety concerns pertaining to a professional boxer.
The Commission discussed the need for the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) to consider developing and recommending procedures for its member state and tribal boxing commissions to follow when another commission disapproves a proposed bout, and the bout is then being proposed to occur in a second jurisdiction; these recommended procedures would explain the steps that a commission should take in contacting the commission which originally disapproved the bout in question. 
REVIEW OF APRIL 30, 2009
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Commissioner Moore and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the April 30, 2009 professional boxing event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr. of Baltimore Pro Boxing and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, June 25, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:35 p.m..
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