Board of Barbers

Minutes
                             December 13, 2010_
A meeting of the State Board of Barbers was held on Monday, December 13, 2010 in the 2nd floor conference room, Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation Building, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD  21202.  The following were in attendance:

Mr. John Gatton, Sr., President

Mr. Lawrence Avara, School Owner, Secretary/Treasurer

Mr. Marvin Lee, Industry Member

Mr. Derick Ausby, Industry Member

Also in attendance:

Mr. Robert Wood, Executive Director

Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director

Mr. Bruce Spizler, Counsel to the Board

Ms. Erlene C. Curtis, Acting Board Secretary

Not in attendance:

Mr. Guy Flynn, Consumer Member

Meeting Called to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m.

Minutes
 Mr. Gatton requested that the May 17, 2010 and September 20, 2010 minutes be tabled until the Board Meeting on March 14, 2011; and the members of the Board unanimously agreed.  

New Business
Informal Conference – Terry Custis, Jr. - Conviction
An informal conference was held for Mr. Terry Custis in regard to his disclosure of a previous criminal conviction on his Barber license application.  The Board questioned Mr. Custis as to the events which led to the conviction and the consequences which resulted thereafter.  In addition to hearing Mr. Custis’ explanation of the conviction, the Board considered other factors such as the history of his other convictions and the effect of those convictions on the public and the barber industry; whereupon, the Board voted unanimously to approve the application of Mr. Custis’ Barber license. 

Informal Conference – Carlos Barrios – Request Apprentice Restart
Mr. Carlos Barrios, a barber apprentice, by way of letter, requested the Board to grant him a re-start of his apprenticeship training.  Per the request of the Board, Mr. Barrios appeared before the Board to discuss this matter.   Mr. Barrios has been registered as an apprentice on two occasions and had not completed his apprenticeship training in either instance.  Mr. Barrios explained that, the second time, he failed to complete his apprenticeship training, because the shop did not have enough clientele for him to pursue the trade. During that period of time, only three monthly reports were sent to the Board.  Mr. Barrios explained that his uncle was his sponsor during this apprenticeship registration; and that his uncle refused to sign the monthly apprentice reports if Mr. Barrios had not completed the hours of training required for that month.  Mr. Barrios’ mother, Miguel Eppolito, who works in the same barbershop, requested that the Board give her son another chance to complete his apprenticeship training.  The Board asked Mr. Barrios to explain why this time was any different from the previous two opportunities he had to complete his apprenticeship training; and Mr. Barrios, in the absence of any further explanation, lent assurances to the Board that, given another opportunity, he would complete the required amount of apprenticeship training.  Following its deliberations, the Board denied Carlos Barrios’ request to be registered as an apprentice for a third time.  The Board did advise Mr. Barrios, and his mother, that Mr. Barrios could receive barber training in a qualified barber school.

 Referral to Complaint Panel
Although listed on the agenda as matters for discussion, in regard to an incident occurring at the Board’s office window, the Board noted that the nature of the issues attendant to these matters may necessitate a formal, adjudicatory hearing.  Accordingly, the Board directed that the files of these two individuals be reviewed by the Complaint panel to determine an appropriate course of action. 

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:13 a.m.

Approved By:

____________________________

Lawrence Avara, Acting President

