Board of Barbers

          Minutes
           
March 14, 2011

A meeting of the State Board of Barbers was held on Monday, March 14, 2011 in the 2nd floor conference room, the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation Building, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD  21202.  The following were in attendance:

Mr. Lawrence Avara, Sr., President

Mr. Guy Flynn, Consumer Member 

Mr. Marvin Lee, Industry Member, Treasurer

Ms. Alberta Fisher, Industry Member 

Mr. Harry White, Industry Member

Also in attendance:

Mr. Robert Wood, Executive Director

Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director

Mr. Bruce Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General

Not in attendance:

Mr. Derick Ausby Sr., Industry Member, Secretary

Meeting Called to Order

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Lawrence Avara, the Board’s President, at 9:45 a.m.

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Marvin Lee to approve the agenda; Ms. Alberta Fisher seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda.
Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Guy Flynn to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2010 meeting. Mr. Marvin Lee seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.

 A motion was made by Mr. Marvin Lee to approve the minutes of the September 20, 2010 meeting. Mr. Guy Flynn seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.

Following the notation of several corrections, a motion was made by Mr. Marvin Lee to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2010 meeting. Mr. Guy Flynn seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.

Introduction of Board President

Newly appointed Board President Lawrence Avara addressed, and thanked, the current and newly-appointed Board Members for volunteering their time to the citizens of the State.

Introduction of Two New Board Members

The Board was introduced to Ms. Alberta Fisher and Mr. Harry White as the recently-appointed Industry Members of the Board. The Board thanked Ms. Fisher and Mr. White for volunteering their services to the Board, the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, and the State of Maryland.
Commissioner Stanley Botts

Commissioner Stanley Botts, of the Division of Occupational and Professional
Licensing, addressed the Board. The Commissioner thanked the Board members for volunteering their time and reassured the Board members that he would make himself available to address any of the Board’s concerns.
New Business

Informal Conference – Kevin Johnson - Conviction

An informal conference was scheduled to be held with Mr. Kevin Johnson, who is applying for an apprentice barber license. On his application, Mr. Johnson disclosed a previous criminal conviction.  Mr. Johnson failed to appear at today’s conference. The Board directed its staff to advise Mr. Johnson, in writing, that the Board will be unable to make a decision regarding his application until, and unless, he appears before the Board. 
Informal Conference- Christopher Dalesandro-Conviction

An informal conference was held for Mr. Christopher Dalesandro, who is applying for an apprentice barber’s license. On his application, Mr. Dalesandro disclosed a previous criminal conviction. Mr. Dalesandro appeared with his sponsor and Master Barber, Mr. John A. Kalbskopf, who is Mr. Dalesandro’s step-father. After Mr. Dalesandro explained his conviction to the Board’s satisfaction; and Mr. Kalbskopf impressed the Board with his knowledge of the industry and his effectiveness in sponsoring Mr. Dalesandro as an apprentice barber.  Accordingly, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Dalesandro’s application for registration as an apprentice barber. 

Informal Conference - Samuel Rawlings - Apprentice Restart

An informal conference was held for Mr. Samuel Rawlings who was registered as an apprentice license in 1996 and, again, in 2003; he failed to complete the required amount of training on each of these occasions. Mr. Rawlings is requesting a third restart to the apprenticeship program. Noting that the Board had granted Mr. Rawlings a restart in 2003, and that the designated Master Barber is willing to train him, the Board learned that the Master Barber designated by Mr. Rawlings to serve as his sponsor currently is serving as the sponsor of another apprentice.  Accordingly, at this time, the Board decided not to make a determination as to whether or not to permit Mr. Rawlings to restart the apprenticeship program. The Board directed Mr. Rawlings to appear at its June 13, 2011 meeting, and, at that time, provide a sponsor who is not currently training another apprentice. The Board reiterated that it was not denying Mr. Rawlings a third restart, but needed additional information before a decision can be rendered.

Informal Hearing - Daniel Nicholson - Rhythm Cuts - Complaint BARB11001

An informal hearing was held for Mr. Daniel Nicholson, owner of Rhythm Cuts, a barbershop located in Baltimore City, in regard to complaint number BARB11001 and an ensuing inspection.  The inspection revealed that two individuals were providing barbering services without a license, and that another individual, although licensed by the Board as a barber, failed to have his license posted. During the informal conference, it was revealed that Ellwood Santiful, who was providing barbering services in the barbershop for compensation, had completed his barber training; had failed passed the practical portion of his barber examination, had failed the theory portion, and was awaiting a new test date to re-take the theory portion of the examination. Both Mr. Santiful and Mr. Nicholson acknowledged that Mr. Santiful should not have been practicing barbering for compensation until, and unless, he passes the theory portion of the examination.  It also was revealed that Wamaitha Thande Kamiru, although registered as a barber apprentice, was performing barbering services for compensation in the absence of a supervising Master Barber.  Ms. Kamiru, as well as Mr. Nicholson, acknowledged that Ms. Kamiru was paying a fee to Mr. Nicholson for “booth rental” at the barbershop. It also was revealed that William Brown, although licensed by the Board as a barber, failed to post his license at his station in the barbershop, as required by law.  Mr. Brown explained that he kept his license in a drawer, and not posted, to avoid his barber license being stolen; although Mr. Brown acknowledged that there was no photo affixed to his barber license (purporting that a blown up photocopy of his picture accompanied his barber license). Mr. Nicholson, an active Baltimore City police officer, stated that he visits the barbershop on a daily basis; and that he was aware that the actions of Mr. Santiful, Ms. Kamiru and Mr. Brown constituted violations of the Boards laws and regulations.  Mr. Nicholson lent assurances to the Board that he has corrected all of these violations.  The Board advised Mr. Nicholson and the three individuals who were performing barbering services in the barbershop that the Board would conduct a re-inspection of the barbershop. If the re-inspection disclosed any violations, a formal hearing, with possible suspensions and fines, would be held; however, if there were no other violations, the instant matter and the complaint would be closed.

Meeting Request

Board President Lawrence Avara requested that a representative from the Administration appear at the next Board meeting to discuss a number of concerns he, and the Board, have in regard to the Barbering Industry, including the funding of the Board. Mr. Avara requested the members of the Board to consider any items that they would like to bring to the Administration’s attention. 

Discussion - Frequency of Board Meetings

Board President Lawrence Avara proposed that the Board meet more frequently; i.e., every other month, as opposed to quarterly (once every three months). Mr. Avara noted that, currently, if an applicant who discloses a previous conviction is required to appear before the Board for its consideration, they may be required to wait for up to three months before the Board considers its approval of their license.

Following a lengthy discussion, the Board decided not to increase the frequency of its meetings. To address the concern noted by Mr. Avara, Mr. Flynn moved that, for the purpose of more expeditiously disposing of matters regarding prior criminal convictions, the Board’s complaint panel (consisting of the Executive Director, the Assistant Executive Director, the Chief of Litigation of the Office of the Attorney General, and at least one Board member) decide whether licensure should be summarily granted, or whether such a matter requires a decision by the Board. Mr. Lee seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

Mandatory Apprentice Orientation Conferences

Board President Lawrence Avara, referencing a recommendation from the Apprentice Subcommittee Work Group, asked if the Board should consider promulgating regulations which require an apprentice and the sponsor of an apprentice, respectively, to attend a mandatory orientation conference as a condition of the apprentice’s registration and the sponsor being authorized to serve in this capacity. Mr. Avara noted that such a work shop would promote accountability and dissuade those who are disinterested in completing the program. Following its deliberation of this matter, a motion was made by Mr. Avara, seconded by Mr. Lee, to promulgate regulations to such effect; and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

Adjournment 

There being no further business, at 12:30 p.m., a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. White; seconded by Mr. Lee; and the motion passed unanimously.

Approved by: 
 ________________________________________ 



Lawrence Avara



President
