Board of Barbers

Minutes
                             May 17, 2010_____ ___
A meeting of the State Board of Barbers was held on Monday, May 17, 2010 in the 2nd floor conference room, the Department of Labor Licensing and Regulation Building, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD  21202.  The following were in attendance:

Mr. John Gatton, Sr., President

Mr. Lawrence Avara, School Owner, Secretary/Treasurer

Mr. Marvin T. Lee, Industry Member

Mr. Derrick Ausby, Industry Member

Also in attendance:

Mr. Robert Wood, Executive Director

Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director

Mr. Bruce Spizler, Sr. Assistant Attorney General

Ms. Erlene C. Curtis, Board Secretary

Not in attendance:

Mr. Guy Flynn, Esq., Consumer Member

Meeting Called to Order

The meeting was called to order by Mr. John Gatton, Sr., the Board’s President, at 9:40 a.m.

Minutes
A motion was made by Mr. Lawrence Avara, seconded by Mr. Derrick Ausby, to approve the minutes from the March 8, 2010 meeting as written.  The Board voted unanimously to approve. 

New Business
An amended version of House Bill 197 was distributed to all the Board Members by Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director.

Mr. Robert Wood, Executive Director, informed all Board members that Oregon will now require all out-of-state applicants to pass their written examination.

Informal Conference – Teresa Johnson-Green – Request for credit for barber school training based on previous licensure as cosmetologist

An informal conference was held for Ms. Teresa Johnson-Green regarding her request that the Barber Board provide her “credit” for 600 school hours toward her qualifications to take the Barber Board’s examination, because of her previous training as a cosmetologist.  Ms. Johnson-Green advised the Board that she once held a valid cosmetologist’s license; however, that license had expired more than five years ago, and, as a result, she would have to take the cosmetologist examination in order to, again be licensed as a cosmetologist. Ms. Greene advised the Board that she has experienced several detrimental life events which have prevented her from renewing her license in a timely fashion.  Sympathetic to the tragedies previously incurred, the Board advised that such credit is not provided for under Maryland Law.  However, the Board suggested that Ms. Johnson-Green be evaluated by a Barber School; noting that the barber school may award her credit based upon her knowledge gleaned from her previous licensure as a cosmetologist, as well as the 120 hours of barber training.      

Informal Conference – Eric Bethea - Conviction
The Board met informally with Mr. Eric Bethea in regard to his disclosure of a previous criminal conviction on his barber license application.  The Board questioned Mr. Bethea of the events which led to the conviction and the consequences which resulted thereafter.  Mr. Bethea explained his conviction and the circumstances that led up to the events and assured the Board that his conduct since the conviction had improved.  After Mr. Bethea explained his conviction to the Board’s satisfaction, the Board voted unanimously to approve granting a Barber license to Mr. Bethea; noting, specifically, that, in addition to his community service, Mr. Bethea is giving back to his community as a mentor to young male adults in his community.  

Informal Conference – Robert Galloway - Barber Apprentice Restart - Conviction
Mr. Robert Galloway petitioned the Board to restart the apprentice program for a third time.  Mr. Robert Galloway explained his reasons for not completing his apprenticeship previously.  Mr. Galloway also answered “yes” to the conviction questions.  After a review of the conviction information, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Galloway’s restart of his apprenticeship program.  Mr. Avara advised Mr. Galloway this is his third restart, he will have to really apply himself to this program; as there will not be any more restarts.

Informal Conference – Michael Jones License Renewal 
An informal conference was held for Mr. Michael Jones in regard to his disclosure of a previous conviction on his Barber License Renewal.  Mr. Jones explained the events attendant to the conviction to the Board’s satisfaction.  After conducting deliberations, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Jones’ Barber renewal.

Informal Conference – Arthur Hoffman, Jr. - Conviction
An informal conference was held for Mr. Arthur Hoffman, Jr. in regard to his disclosure of a previous conviction on his Barber apprentice application.  Mr. Hosea Edwards, who is Mr. Hoffman’s sponsor, attended the meeting along with Mr. Hoffman as a witness in support of Mr. Hoffman being approved by the Board.  Mr. Hoffman explained the events attendant to the conviction to the Board’s satisfaction; and, after conducting deliberations, the Board unanimously voted to approve Mr. Hoffman’s apprentice application.

Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Avara, seconded by Mr. Ausby, that the meeting be adjourned at 12:00 p.m., and the Board unanimously voted in favor of the motion.
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 ____________________________




Erlene C. Curtis, Board Secretary

Approved by:  
_______________________________




Lawrence Avara, Secretary

