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The December 4, 2012 meeting of the Maryland Board of Public Accountancy was called to order at 9:03 AM by Chairman Tim Murphy.
Upon a motion (I) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the minutes of the November 13, 2012 meeting were approved unanimously.  

Chairman’s Report

Mr. Murphy did not present a Chairman’s Report.

Executive Director’s Report  
Mr. Gring did not present an Executive Director’s Report.
Education Report

Mr. Speciale presented the Education Report.  Mr. Speciale reported that during the period November 13, 2012 through December 4, 2012, the Board approved three (3) transfer of grades applications and three (3) regular reciprocal applications. 

Upon a motion (II) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Education Report.
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Experience Report

Ms. Pierce presented the Experience Report.  There were seven (7) 4/10 application approvals and twenty-five (25) Maryland candidate experience approvals during the period November 12, 2012 and December 4, 2012.  
Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board unanimously approved the Experience Report.

Firm Permit Report

There was no Firm Permit Report
Old Business
The Board discussed the issue of refugee exam applicants who have difficulty in obtaining official education transcripts as a result of foreign government policy or other hardship beyond the applicant’s control.  This matter was brought to the Board’s attention at the November 13, 2012 meeting by Ms. M.J. Kitteridge, representing the Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area, on behalf of refugees from the East African country of Eritrea.
The Board discussed the concept of designating one organization to conduct all foreign education evaluations instead of any member organization of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES).  The Board has the authority to designate any institution it considers appropriate to determine that an applicant’s education is substantially equivalent to the Board’s requirements under §2-303 (d) Business Occupations and Professions Article. Mr. Speciale had reviewed a proposal submitted by the newly formed foreign credential evaluation service at NASBA as an agency to address all foreign transcript evaluations as well as the refugee transcript issue.  The Board requested Mr. Gring to investigate the matter further with NASBA and report back at the January 8, 2013 meeting.  

The Board discussed conducting a business meeting on a university campus.  Mr. Gring advised that there are logistical and document security issues involved in conducting official meetings off site.  He advised that the Department is considering the development of a 21st Century Board Room which could, if properly developed, address these concerns.  Mr. Gring indicated that he is a member of the development team for this project and will advise the Board on its progress.
New Business 
Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously extended the Notice to Schedule of CPA Examination Candidate whose schedule examination was disrupted by Megastorm Sandy to February 28, 2013.
Correspondence

Mr. Murphy advised the Board that the Department of Legislative Services has completed its Preliminary Sunset Evaluation of the Board and has issued a draft report for comment by the 
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Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.  Mr. Gring advised that the Department has responded and made comments to the draft report.  Deputy Commissioner Vorgetts advised
that the report will be made public once the General Assembly’s Legislative Policy Committee completes the review of the final report.

Mr. Murphy asked the members of the Board to consider the endorsement of Walter Davenport who has been nominated for NASBA Vice Chairman for the 2013-2014 year, by the North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners.   
The Board received an email from a licensee who was advised by his firm, KPMG, to formally surrender his license since he no longer needs a Maryland license due to mobility. The licensee advised that KPMG is telling all of their employees that if they do not intend to renew their Maryland license to formally contact the Board to relinquish their license.  Mr. Gring will contact KPMG that a formal relinquishment of a license is not necessary and the licensee should just let the current license expire.   
Executive Session
At 10:10 AM, upon a motion (V) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board went into Executive Session in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The purpose of this session was to consult with counsel.  This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Title Section 10-508(a), (7).  
It returned to the regular business meeting at 10:45 AM upon a motion (VI) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell.
Mr. Jeter presented the Complaint Committee Report.  The Board opened three (3) CPE related complaints during the period November 13, 2012 through December 4, 2012.  The Complaint Committee did not close any complaints.
Upon a motion (VII) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board unanimously accepted the Complaint Committee report.

In EX-A1212, upon a motion (VIII) by Ms. Speciale, and seconded by Mr. Jeter, the Board approved accommodations for a CPA Examination candidate under the Americans With Disabilities Act.  Ms. Pierce voted no.  Ms. Powell abstained. 
In EX-B1212, upon a motion (IX) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Mr. Speciale, the Board approved the extension of a Notice to Schedule for a CPA Examination candidate for medical reasons of an applicant. 

Upon a motion (X) by Ms. Pierce, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the Board denied the request of Ms. Jamie Ellis to amend the CPE reported in her 2010 license renewal application.  
Upon a motion (XI) by Mr. Speciale, and seconded by Ms. Powell, the meeting adjourned at 10:50 AM.
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NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, January 8, 2013, 500 North Calvert Street, Third Floor, 9:00 AM

__ ___ With corrections
______ Without corrections 
_______________________________________      ____________________                       Chairman                                                         
  Date
