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Sonny Yeatman 






Edward M. Hord
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VACANCIES: 
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STAFF PRESENT: 
Stanley Botts, Commissioner, Division of Occupational 

and Professional Licensing  

Steve Smitson, Assistant Commissioner, Division of Occupational 
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Jonathan Krasnoff, Assistant Attorney General 
Daniel Gutierrez, Elevator Inspector, Division of Labor and         

             Industry 
Patricia Schott, Administrator 





Raquel M. Meyers, Administrative Officer
GUEST PRESENT:

Terrell Boston Smith, Law Office of Frank D. Boston, III
Call To Order
A. Michael Warfield, Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Elevator Safety Review Board to order at 1:39 p.m.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the business meeting held on January 7, 2003 was approved without corrections.  Motion (I) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Mr. Hord, and unanimously carried that the minutes of the business meeting be approved without corrections.  

Welcome Board Members
Ms. Meyers welcomed and reaffirmed newly appointed Board members, Mr. A. Michael Warfield, Mr. Robert F. “Sonny” Yeatman, Jr., Mr. Edward M. Hord and Ms. Debra D. Wylie of the Elevator Safety Review Board.       

Board Overview
Ms. Meyers reported the Elevator Safety Review Board consists of nine (9) members; an ex-officio member, the Commissioner; and eight (8) members appointed by the Governor. The Board meets a quorum with generally a majority of members.  
Mr. Yeatman inquired as to whether or not the three (3) vacancies on the Board are to be filled with specific County positions.  Mr. Krasnoff reported the statute does not have any specific requirements to fill County positions on the Board.  Board members are appointed for a three (3) year term; at the end of the term, a member continues to serve until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  
Assistant Commissioner Smitson stated Ms. Meyers will send to Board members an application requesting appointment consideration for interested parties.  Ms. Summar J. Goodman, Special Assistant to the Office of the Secretary, will be handling Board appointments, working closely with the Governor’s Office to fill the remaining positions.    
Licensing Applications  

Ms. Meyers reported nine-hundred (900) applications were approved under the grandfathering provisions. Letters requesting interest in licensure will be sent to these applicants within a few weeks.  A draft copy of the letter was presented to the Board for review.  A reconsideration of four (4) denials and seven (7) on hold applications were also presented to the Board.  Mr.  Krasnoff advised the Board to draft a second letter to separately address the denial and on hold applicants. A separate letter must be addressed to these applicants requesting a resubmittal of updated information for the Board to make a final determination for licensure.    

Chairman Warfield recommended to the Board that committees such as International Union of Elevator Contractors (IUEC) Local #7 of Baltimore and IUEC Local #10 of Washington, D.C. should be forwarded a request to obtain general applicant information.  Likewise, the Apprenticeship and Training Program as part of the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR), Division of Labor and Industry should provide the Board with a listing of graduates who have passed the program.  Mr. Yeatman and Mr. Warfield, Chairman agreed to work closely with committees like IUEC Local #7 and other organizations in order to facilitate this process.  
Issuance of Elevator Installation Permits 

Chairman Warfield reported to the Board that the State of Maryland does not charge fees or requires license permits for the installation of elevators.  The Board was urged to consider the issuance of licensing permits.  Permits are not required by an inspection office but rather issued from the County office as requested.  Commissioner Botts advised the Board to address these concerns directly to the representative from the Division of Labor and Industry who will be able to clarify this matter further.  Mr. Krasnoff stated the Board promulgates regulations to carry out the purpose of the statute.  Currently, the Board does not have statutory authority to issue permits.         
Mr. Gutierrez stated as of July 1, 2009, State law requires that periodic annual inspections be performed on all elevator units and the owner of an elevator unit has the option of contracting with an authorized third party inspector (TPQEI).  State inspectors will no longer inspect units of privately owned companies.  DLLR will continue to follow-up to confirm corrective actions, schedule five (5) year comprehensive inspections, periodic annual public inspections and quality control of TPQEI’s.  DLLR conducts inspections and only issues permits to privately owned companies if requested and approved to conduct elevator installation work in the State.                                                              

Examination Process and Continuing Professional Competence
Ms. Meyers stated under the current law, an applicant is required to take an examination to become licensed.  Applicants applying for licensure after the grandfathering provisions will be required to take an examination.  The Board may administer the exam or may use a testing service to administer the examination, which would be subject to the requirements set by the Board.   The Board will be required to establish testing criteria for all applicants applying for licensure.     

Mr. Yeatman stated at the present time, continuing education being taught by the IUEC has been accepted by the State of Virginia and West Virginia.  Under Paragraph O sub Paragraph (5)(I)(II) of House Bill 1094, the Board requires individuals to demonstrate continuing professional competency for license renewal and establish criteria for continuing education providers.  A petition in recognition of the continuing education classes being taught by the IUEC and a copy of the PACE program under the Elevator Industry Work Preservation Fund had been sent to Mr. Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner for review.  

Chairman Warfield advised the Board to consider developing a trade specific testing criteria.  The Board shall determine the testing criteria specific to the applicants’ trade.  Mr.  Smitson, Assistant Commissioner stated to hire a testing service; it will require a Request for Proposal (RFP).  The RFP process is time sensitive and requires extensive research.  In the past, other design Boards have in lieu of undergoing the RFP process administered their own exams.  
Chairman Warfield recommended to the Board a Research Committee, which would gather relevant trade specific information from committees and organizations Statewide.  The Research Committee would gather information and report findings from other States, to include but not limited to programs already in existence.  Mr. Warfield, Chairman and Mr. Yeatman agreed to take the lead on this effort; results of these findings will be reported at the next scheduled meeting.       

Proposed Action on Regulations 
Mr. Krasnoff stated a draft copy of COMAR 09.35.02.-.03 was presented to the Board for review to license Elevator Renovator Contractors and Elevator Renovator Mechanics at the January 7, 2003 meeting.  Under Senate Bill 515, Elevator Refinishers need not obtain a license.  The Board shall adopt regulations governing the qualifications and scope of practice of an applicant for Elevator Renovator Contractor license and Elevator Renovator Mechanic license.  Revisions to the regulations will be circulated to the Board for review.  Specifics of the regulations will be reworked and presented to the Board at the next scheduled meeting in April.      

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Ms. Wylie, unanimously carried that the proposed regulations will be reviewed and circulated to the public after the legislative session.                         
Senate Bill 515 and House Bill 1094  
Mr. Krasnoff briefly reported to the Board a summary and purpose of Senate Bill 515 and House Bill 1094. Senate Bill 515 established certain Elevator Renovator licenses; establishing certain fees for Elevator Renovator licenses, adopting certain regulations regarding Elevator Renovators.  Under Senate Bill 515, Elevator Refinishers are not required to be licensed. Likewise, House Bill 1094 established certain powers and duties of the Board, establishing fees and regulations; requiring certain persons to be licensed by the Board such as Elevator Contractors or Elevator Mechanics before performing certain work on elevators and other conveyances in the State.             
Old Business 
Mr. Yeatman addressed the Board and Counsel as to whether or not the Study Group proposed changes to COMAR 09.35.02-.03 were approved at the January 7, 2003 meeting.  Mr. Krasnoff stated that the changes were not officially approved and will be presented to the Board for review at the next scheduled meeting.  Once the Board approves the drafted copy of the proposed regulations, it will be prepared with the appropriate language, sent to Secretary’s office for approval then submitted to the Maryland Register for publication.  
New Business

Chairman Warfield advised the Board to update the website with new licensure information.  The Board should make an official announcement by sending out notices to several organizations such as the National Elevator Industry, Inc. (NEII), National Association of Elevator Contractors (NAEC) and Elevator Contractors of America (ECA).  Ms. Schott, Administrator of the Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors Commission reported to the Board that home inspectors had undergone a similar licensure process.  Public awareness will play a key role in facilitating the licensure process throughout the State.     
Mr. Krasnoff advised the Board about the laws governing Boards and Commissions. The Board is required to determine what regulations affect licensure requirements.  The Board will be required to submit statute proposals and changes to the Department.  Assistant Commissioner Smitson reported with respect to the General Assembly timeline, proposals and changes to the statute must be submitted in advanced to the Secretary’s office no later than June.  
Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 14 at 1:30 p.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.    

Adjournment 
There being no further business, Motion (III) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Ms.  Wylie to adjourn the meeting at 2:49 p.m.

_____
Approved without corrections

___X_
Approved with corrections

 A. Michael Warfield 
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Corrections to February 10 Business Meeting Minutes 
Under Issuance of Elevator Installation Permits Paragraph 2 Omit Last Line - DLLR conducts inspections and only issues permits to privately owned companies if requested and approved to conduct elevator installation work in the State.
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