STATE BOARD OF STATIONARY ENGINEERS

BUSINESS MEETING
DATE



August 21, 2012

TIME:



10:00 a.m.

LOCATION:


500 N. Calvert Street





3rd Floor Conference Room





Baltimore, Maryland 21202-3651

PRESENT:


Harold Norris, Chairman, Consumer Member

Gregory Restivo Vice, Chairman, Industry  Member





Kevin McLeod, Industry Member

Brian Wodka, Industry Member

Karl Kraft, Chief Boiler Inspector
ABSENT:


Loretta Johnson, Consumer Member

DLLR STAFF:
Harry Loleas, Commissioner, Occupational & Professional

Licensing

Michael Vorgetts, Deputy Commissioner, Occupational & 


Professional Licensing

Gae Herzberger, Administrative Aide


OTHERS:


Donald Maloney, W. L. Gore & Associates 




Gregory Denevan, Engineer, U.S.N.A.




Rick Sanders, Stationary Engineer

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Norris, Chair, called the regularly scheduled State Board of Stationary Engineer’s business meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.   

INTRODUCTION:

Commissioner Harry Loleas introduced Michael Vorgetts as the new Deputy Commissioner for Occupational and Professional Licensing.  The Board welcomed Mr. Vorgetts.  
MINUTES
Motion (I) was made by Mr. McLeod,  seconded by Mr. Wodka and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the July 17, 2012, business meeting as written.

Motion (II) was made by Mr. McLeod, seconded by Mr. Wodka and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of Executive Session as presented  

MEETING:  Joint Meeting: Boiler Rules’ Board

The scheduled Joint meeting for the Department of Labor and Industry, Boiler Rules’ Board and the State Board of Stationary Engineers meet on September 11, 2012, at the Hunt Valley location.  The Joint meeting will start at 9:30 a.m., and immediately following at 11:00 a.m., the State Board of Stationary Engineers will hold their monthly September meeting. 
COMPLAINTS:
There were no complaints to report.
OLD BUSINESS:  
The Board discussed the Frequently Asked Questions ( FAQ’s).  Mr. Loleas advised the Board that he will follow up on the process for the posting of FAQ’s on the website. 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Correspondence:
The Board reviewed an e-mail correspondence from an applicant requesting information on exam courses in reference to Section 6.5-303 of the Maryland Stationary Engineers Act.  The Board decided to table this matter until counsel had an opportunity to clarify his request. 
The Board received an e-mail from an education provider referencing boiler operation, maintenance and safety courses.  The Board decided to table this matter until the next scheduled meeting.  

The Board reviewed an e-mail from PSI testing contractor in reference to obtaining criteria for submitting an examination application.  Staff will respond to a PSI representative  

Continuing Professional Competency

Mr. Loleas shared with the members there are other Boards in this Division that require Continuing Education or Continuing Professional Competency as a qualification for renewing a license.  Topics of discussion were how to define the continuing education, regulations, and how many hours would be required.  The Board requested that staff collect language from other Boards as a starting point for considering requiring the same for stationary engineers.  Mr. Loleas suggested that the Board define 6 exam credit hours and 6 continuing education hours.  The Board may want to propose legislation for next year.  The Board asked Mr. Vorgetts to assist with the process.

Sparrows Point

Mr.Loleas stated that he, Michael Vorgetts, and Steven Smitson, visited the former Bethlehem Steel site and met with officials from Baltimore County Office of Economic Development and union leaders to discuss licensing options and requirements for workers at the facility.  If the plant closes, as seems likely, the Board may be receiving applications from former employees.  These applications should be submitted to the Board initially for review and handled on a priority basis.
Legislative Proposal 
Mr. Restivo suggested submitting a legislative proposal to amend Section 6.5-303(c)(1)(ii) of the Maryland Stationary Engineers Act by inserting the following language: “including 1 year of documented experience as a Grade 2 stationary engineer under the direction and control of a Grade 1 stationary engineer.” 
Proposed Regulations
The Board suggested meeting with counsel in October and November to discuss and present proposed regulations for this Board. 
Invitation to Visit Naval Academy
Mr. Denevan invited the Board to visit the U.S. Naval Academy to review the boiler operations
Boiler Inspectors Seminar
Karl Kraft advised the Board of an Inspectors Seminar meeting being held September 12, 2012 to discuss laws and regulations at the Hunt Valley location.
STATISTICS:
The Board reviewed the examination statistics submitted by PSI for the month of July 2012, and the cumulative statistics.  Below are examination results:
	Stationary Engineers
	Candidates tested
	Passed
	Failed
	Pass %

	Grade 1 
	5
	2
	3
	40%

	Grade 2
	3
	0
	3
	0%

	Grade 3
	2
	1
	1
	50%

	Grade 4
	14
	3
	11
	21%

	Grade 5
	2
	1
	1
	50%

	Totals
	26
	7
	19
	27%


Candidate Information Bulletin
Mr. Restivo has suggested that the language be changed to read the Board highly recommends using The Boilers Guide 4th Edition for reference for taking the stationary engineers exam.
EXAMINATION REVIEW:
The Board reviewed 2 examination packets submitted by PSI from failed applicants challenging several questions.  Following a review, the Board determined that each exam was scored correctly. 
APPLICATION REVIEW         
The Board approved three applications to take the 1st Grade Stationary Engineer examination.

The Board approved one application to take the 3rd Grade Stationary Engineer examination

The Board approved one application to take the 4th Grade Stationary Engineer examination.  

The Board placed in pending one application to take the Stationary Engineer’s examination as additional information is needed to fully evaluate the application.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion (III) was made by Mr. McLeod, seconded by Mr. Restivo and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 p.m.
_____________________




__________




Harold Norris, Chairman                                                     
Date
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