State of Maryland
Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulations

State Board of Foresters

MEETING MINUTES

April 14, 2008

LOCATION:

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation

500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland 20102

PRESENT:

Chairman Calvin Lubben

Ellen Parsons

Stephen Genua

Wade Dorsey

Others:

Dennis L. Gring, Executive Director

Bruce Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General

Michelle Martin, Board Secretary

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Calvin Lubben called the meeting to order at 11:10 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

After all members of the Board had a chance to carefully review the minutes of the January 14, 2008 meeting.

Mr. Genua made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 14, 2008 meeting with certain amendments.  Mr. Lubben seconded the motion.  The Board approved the minutes with said amendments..

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman Lubben made mention of the April issue of the “Forestry Source” the Society of American Foresters news journal, specifically noting the SAF implementing new standards and procedures for continuing education Forestry courses to ensure adequate auditing for the certified Forestry programs.

Chairman Lubben also expressed his desire to not be re-appointed to that position on the Board at the end of his term which is coming July 1, 2008. 
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The Board directed Executive Director Gring to send a letter making the Society of American Foresters aware of the vacancies on the State of Maryland Board of Foresters and request that the SAF send the Board a list of Foresters to fill said vacancies.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Executive Director Gring reported concerns of Board vacancy by Mr. Walls.  Mr. Gring was informed by the Governor’s office that Mr. Walls was elected Mayor of the city of District Heights, Maryland and is unable to continue as a member of the Board.
APPLICATION REVIEWS

Applicant:  Matthew Smith

Upon completely reviewing and discussing Mr. Smith’s qualifications and other pertinent information contained in the application, Mrs. Parsons made a motion to approve Mr. Smith’s application for a Forester’s license.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Dorsey.

The motion was unanimously approved.

Application:  Robert A. Feldt

Upon completely reviewing and discussing Mr. Feldt’s qualifications and other pertinent information contained in the application, Mr. Lubben made a motion to approve Mr. Feldt’s application for a Forester’s license.
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Parsons.

The motion was unanimously approved.

Application:  Brett Linkletter

Upon completely reviewing and discussing Mr. Linkletter’s qualifications and other pertinent information contained in the application, Mr. Dorsey made a motion to approve Mr. Linkletter’s application for a Forester’s license.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Genua.

The motion was unanimously approved.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

There were 3 complaints all of which were reviewed by the Board.  After a lengthy and detailed discussion of all the facts in each case the Board made the decision to close all 3 due to a lack of evidence of any violation of the Maryland Forester Act or the regulations of the Board.
OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS

Urban Forestry/Rural Forestry Licensure
Chairman Lubben informed the Board that the Society of American Foresters had come to the conclusion that there was no need to have 2 different licenses for Urban and Rural Foresters, as was discussed in earlier meetings.  It was agreed then, by all Board members that there is no longer a need for further review of this topic.  Therefore, the Board concludes that a degree in Urban Forestry qualifies an applicant for a forester license, provided all other elements are acceptable.  However, if the conditions change, the Board could revisit the issue.

The meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m.
