State of Maryland

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulations

State Board of Foresters

MEETING MINUTES

October 17, 2011

LOCATION:

Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation

500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

PRESENT:

Terry Clark, Chairman

W. Allen Jones, Jr.

Wade Dorsey

Daniel Rider

Others:

Bruce Spizler, Senior Attorney General

Dennis L. Gring, Executive Director

Michelle Martin, Board Secretary

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Terry Clark called the meeting to order at 10: a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

After all members of the Board had an opportunity to carefully review the minutes of the 

April 11, 2011 meeting, Mr. Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2011 meeting as corrected.  

The motion was seconded by Mr. Clark. 

The minutes were unanimously approved (4-0), as corrected.

Mr. Edward Burkes.
Upon completely reviewing and discussing the verification of the 3 licensed forester references listed on his application, as requested at the January 10, 2011 meeting, Mr. Jones made a motion to approve Mr. Burkes’ application for licensure as a Forester in the State of Maryland.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Dorsey.

The motion was unanimously approved (4-0).
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Applicant:  Timothy Culbreth
Upon completely reviewing and discussing Mr. Culbreth’s qualifications and other pertinent information contained in the application, Mr. Rider made a motion to approve Mr. Culbreth’s application for licensure in the State as a Forester.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Jones.

The motion was unanimously approved (4-0).

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman Terrance Clark led a discussion outlining the Board Chair’s Meeting with Secretary Alexander M. Sanchez held on September 26, 2011.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Gring led a discussion regarding the need for a clarification of the statutory requirement that an application for licensure as a forester include, among a list of five references, at least three “foresters” who have personal knowledge or professional knowledge of the applicant’s experience in practicing forestry. §7-305(b)(iii). Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Annot. Code of Md.

Mr. Spizler, the Board’s legal counsel, noted that while the term “licensed forester” is defined in §7-101(e), Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Ann. Code of Md., the statutory requirement regarding references provides that at least three “foresters” (as opposed to “licensed foresters”) be listed.  Accordingly, Mr. Spizler advised the Board of its authority to promulgate a regulation which clarifies the term “forester” as a reference.

Accordingly, Chairman Terrance Clark made a motion that the Board promulgate a regulation which provides that, as to each “forester” reference listed on an application, the applicant provide evidence of that person’s licensure, registration or certification as a forester or, in the absence of a licensing, certification or registration requirement in the jurisdiction in which the “forester” reference resides, a diploma or other evidence that the “forester” reference has a four year college degree in forestry.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Jones; and, following extensive discussion, the motion passed.

Mr. Gring, the Board’s Executive Director, will prepare a Concept Paper regarding the Board’s proposed regulation to the Secretary’s Office for approval; and, upon such approval, a regulatory provision will be promulgated.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

The Complaint Committee received one new complaint which the Complaint Committee decided not to move forward due to a lack of sufficient evidence to support the complainant’s claim. Mr. Rider made a motion to accept the Complaint Committee’s report and not move forward.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Jones.

The motion was unanimously approved (4-0).
NEW BUSINESS  

Mr. Dorsey expressed concern as to the time frames between the expiration of a forester license and the renewal of a forester license, including the accrual of necessary continuing forester education during the period of non-licensure.

The Board identified two separate issues attendant to these concerns:  (1) the imposition of a late fee, in addition to the renewal fee, if renewal was not effectuated in a timely manner; and (2) satisfying the continuing forester education requirements that may accumulate during the period of non-licensure.

As to the first matter, a motion was made by Chairman Clark, seconded by Mr. Jones, that the Board propose legislation (for the 2013 session of the Maryland General Assembly) which provides for the payment of a “late fee” of $150.00 (the standard one and half times the amount of a renewal fee) in addition to the payment of the renewal fee for those licensed foresters who do not renew their forester license prior to its expiration. The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion.

As to the second matter, a motion was made by Chairman Clark, seconded by Mr. Jones, that the Board promulgate a regulation which requires a person with an expired forester license to complete eight hours of continuing forester education for each two year period of time during which the person was not licensed as a forester, up to a maximum of 40 hours, in order to renew a forester license. The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion.
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Upon a motion by Mr. Dorsey and seconded by Mr. Rider, the meeting adjourned at 1:02 p.m.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED:  ________________X___________________________






 Terrance Clark, Chairman

APPROVED AS AMENDED:    ____________________________________________





             Terrance Clark, Chairman

