HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
April 11, 2007
TIME:  
9:30 a.m.
PLACE:
500 N. Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202 

PRESENT:
Michael McPherson, Chairman

George Landing

Matthew Warner

George W. Aitken

Larry LeDoyen
Steve Heidler

ABSENT:
Timothy Craig

STAFF PARTICIPATING:

Jack Lesho, Executive Director





Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General






Patricia R. McCray, Administrator
OTHERS  PRESENT:

Jim Warner, Queen Anne County Board
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman, Michael McPherson, called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration (“HVACR”) Contractors (“Board”) to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the March 14, 2007 Board meeting and MOTION I was made by Mr. Heidler, seconded by Mr. Aitken, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes with correction to attendance for Executive Session, Mr. Aitken was absent.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jack Lesho, Executive Director, submitted an oral report for FY 2007.  A completed printed report and the total number of complaints was made available for review.  The report given is as follows and may be amended:  The Complaint committee reports that there are a total of 52 open complaints, 2 complaints under intake review, 15 complaints in pre-charge review, 2 complaints criminal charges, 12 complaints are in OAH, 3 complaints reinvestigation, 4 complaint panel review. These are the total complaints reviewed this reporting period, March 15, 2007 through April 11, 2007.
MOTION II was made by Mr. Warner, seconded by Mr. Landing, and unanimously carried to accept the complaint committee report.
PSI UPDATE
Jack Lesho, Executive Director, spoke with PSI regarding receipt of examination reports.  The report summaries were usually received by the 10th of the month, but have been receiving them late.  After speaking with PSI it was agreed that the summaries be emailed initially by the first of each month with a hard copy being forwarded by regular mail at a later time.  Also Mr. Lesho spoke with PSI regarding review of test questions that are being consistently answered incorrectly by examinees.  At present PSI does not have a start date to begin the review of the exam, but did state that they are not aware of any problems with there being any questions that are too ambiguous.  Board member, Mr. LeDoyen, feels that there are too many questions on the exam that were not previously approved by the exam committee during the initial test development meetings with PSI. The Board is asking that the bank of questions being utilized by the exam vendor be reviewed by the Board to determine whether the questions should appear on the examination.  
OLD BUSINESS
Evaluation of Review Application for all levels
Mr. Lesho provided copies of revised applications that were reviewed by the Application Review Committee with additions and deletions.  The application is much clearer instructions for the applicant, with the addition of descriptions for each category (heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration).  One option on the master application has been eliminated.  Counsel is asked to review the updates and determine if each application meets all legal aspects.

Board tabled vote to approve revised applications until next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Queen Anne County Board
Jim Warner, Board member Queen Anne County, brought a question to the Board regarding HVACR license holders being required to hold an electrical license in order to pull an electrical permit to do a replacement of failed equipment.  Queen Anne is also requiring that HVACR contractors hold a low voltage limited license to pull control wiring permits.  Consensus is that to replace like-kind equipment an electrical license would not be required.   Mr. Warner, Queen Anne County Board member, wanted to know what the relationship is between their HVACR
Board and the State Board.  Counsel stated that generally the State law will take any County
ordinance that is in conflict with the State law, the State law would take precedent.  However, Counsel for the State Board can not advise the County, that Board would be required to make inquiry with their local jurisdiction’s counsel.
This topic is tabled until the next meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE
An email received from Mike Reeder, BGE Home Products, was distributed to Board members regarding NATE certification.  Mr. Reeder asked that Board’s position on NATE certification in the state of Maryland and if it is endorsed or not endorsed by the Board.    The Board agreed is that NATE certification is accepted by National Standards.  Mr. Lesho will respond to the email and wait for further inquiry from Mr. Reeder.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion III was made by Mr. Steve Heidler, seconded by Mr. Larry LeDoyen, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:15 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a)(7).  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure. The Board reconvened into public session at 11:00 a.m.

Motion VII was made by Mr. Aitken, seconded by Mr. Landing, and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

COUNSEL'S REPORT

None.

Review of Applicants
The following applications to sit for license examinations were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the matters are as follows:

Six applicants were approved to sit for the master license examination.

Nine applicants were approved to sit for the master restricted license examination.

One applicant was approved to sit for the journey license examination.

Eleven applicants were approved to sit for the journey restricted examination

One applicant was approved to sit for the inspector license examination.

Two applicants were requested to provide more information.
Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Warner that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Aitken, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 12:30 p.m.
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Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 2007 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.
