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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Michael McPherson called the business meeting of the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air-Conditioning, and Refrigeration Contractors to order at 9:30 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The members of the Board reviewed the minutes of the May 14, 2003 meeting, MOTION I was made by Mr. Hayes, seconded by Mr. Henson and unanimously carried to accept the minutes with correction of the May Complaint Committee Report to reflect the number of closed complaints.

The number of closed complaints during that period is 13 as opposed to 10, increasing the number of closed complaints for that period from 81 to 84, and make the total number of complaints closed from 118 to 121.  

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Complaint Chair, Ralph Vines reported that during the period May 13, 2003 through June 10, 2003 the Board received 11 complaints.  The status report is as follows and may be amended:

FY 2003
FY 2002
FY 2001
FY 2000

Open                                    25

Inactive                                00

Recommended                 

    Closed                              13 Closed                                  93

Total                                  131
Open                                 04

Inactive                              0

Recommended

     Closed                         01

Closed                            105

Total                              110
Open                                    00

Inactive                                  0

Recommended                  

     Closed                             01

Closed                                100

Total                                  101 
Open                               0

Inactive                         01

Recommended           

      Closed                   108 

Total                           109 

That concluded the Complaint Committee's report.  MOTION II was made by Mr. Landing seconded by Mr. Henson and unanimously carried to accept the May Complaint Committee report.

INFORMAL CONFERENCE
An applicant appeared before the Board to request reconsideration of his application to sit for the HVACR Master examination.  The applicant currently does not hold a Maryland license.  He received an Anne Arundel license by examination in 1984.  During the May meeting the Board determined that the applicant could not be approved for the master examination until he holds a journey license for three years.  The applicant was denied to sit for master examination, but approved to sit for the journey examination.  The applicant's position was that he has worked in a masters

level without license since 1996, and attributed bad timing as the reason for not making application for master license.  He was employed with a construction company in the capacity of  residential design, installation and service.  Beginning in 2000 the applicant was employed in the commercial and industrial field and attended training programs for apprenticeship where he instructed in refrigeration and trouble shooting techniques.  The applicant also completed an ACCA course in refrigerant and recovery certification program.  A copy of the certification card was provided, but was not dated.  The applicant is not currently working under the direct supervision of a master, which is a requirement for licensing in the state of Maryland.  The Board indicated its concern with the applicant not having at least six years of work experience under the direction and supervision of a licensed master. The applicant is working independent of supervision of a licensed contractor, where he could be given the necessary training in order to meet the state requirements.  The Board informed the applicant that they would take his request under advisement and will take all input from applicant into consideration.  He was advised that he would be informed by letter of their decision. 

A second applicant appeared for an informal conference to request the Board’s reconsideration of  their decision not to allow him to sit for the HVACR Master Restricted examination.  During the May meeting the Board approved that the applicant sit for the journey examination.  To date, the applicant had not held any Maryland HVACR licenses.  The applicant presented his position and documentation as to why he believed that he should be allowed to sit for the Master Restricted examination. The Board members questioned the applicant and advised him that it was expected that an applicant be a journey licensee for a period of three years prior to applying for a master examination. The Board informed the applicant that they would take his request under advisement and will take all input from applicant into consideration.  He was advised that he would be informed of their decision by letter. 

OLD BUSINESS

Fireplace Installation

Following the presentation by Today's Fireplace, Counsel was asked to research other state requirements for fireplace installation.  The States that Counsel contacted, who regulated HVAC, had no particular knowledge with regard to the installation and venting of this type of unit.  Either fireplaces were exempt or they are included in HVAC.  In studying Maryland law, specifically chapters 8 and 9 in the code that concern ventilation, chimney vents, and fireplace appliances in the 2000 Code.  There is a section 9A-101F that specifically excludes fireplaces it is located in subsection 2 is the definition of a heating system, "a heating system does not include a fireplace that is not incorporated into or used as a primary heating system in a home."  From the presentations heard on last month this is not in any of the new construction in which the fireplaces are being installed as the primary heat source of the home and is not being incorporated into the heating system.  The units are prefabricated all of the parts are manufactured in a factory and is assembled at installation.  A plumber or a person exempt under the plumbing law then puts in the gas line that go up into the ceramic logs that come with the unit.  The design specifications give minimum clearance because the back of the unit will heat up.  It has a hole in the top to which an elbow joint can be attached so that it can be connected to pipes for the chimney and that is the sole ventilation for the unit.  The unit can also be vented directly to the outside through a hole in the wall so that it does not need a chimney to the roof.  There is no connection to the vent duct work to the furnace.  This is not within the HVAC law based on the exemption for fireplaces that are not incorporated in the primary heating system.  That concluded Counsel's findings which were presented in a memorandum to Board members outlining findings as to differences between the two codes.   Counsel will draft a letter to Today's Fireplace explaining that the HVAC Board has no jurisdiction in regards to installation and that a licensed plumber/gasfitter will be needed to make the connection. A carbon copy will be forwarded to George Burton, Chief Inspector for Baltimore City.  This issue will be presented to the Plumbing Board during its June meeting.

International Code Review- During its May meeting Board Members were given a copy of the new 2003 International Mechanical Code and the modifications that the Board previously adopted.  Counsel was asked to review the new code and make comparisons of the 2000 and 2003 editions.  A memorandum outlining Counsel's review of the table of contents between the 2000 and 2003 codes to see where there were differences and noted where chapter sections were changed in some way, or where language has been altered but is unable to confirm if that these are substantial changes that would effect the Board's decision to adopt the 2003 edition.   If it is the Board's decision to adopt the 2003 edition it will need to review then section 09.15.05 of COMAR which chapter 5 deals specifically deals with the international mechanical code and what it does in subsection 1 incorporates by reference the current code which the Board would then update to reflect the 2003.  Subsection 2 has all the modifications that were made to the 2000 code and the board would need to make sure that the section numbers are identical, but also whether or not changes will need to make changes by redefining terms, changing language in certain sections or adding/deleting language.  The industry members were asked to meet and confer with Counsel in review of the 2003 International code and make recommendations to be presented at the next Board meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS
Proposed Concepts for 2004 Legislative Session 

"Firm Permit" 

The “firm permit” concept that had been requested last year would be brought forth again this year as the Board had requested in April. This proposal would provide for the mandatory registration of companies, other than a sole proprietorship, that wish to provide HVACR services within Maryland.  The companies would be required to apply for the permit and to disclose the names and license numbers of the master or master restricted HVACR licensee responsible the HVACR work provided by the company.  The pleasure of the Board is that it reaffirms its stance to have legislation established requiring firms to register in the state, in order to perform HVAC work.  MOTION III was made by Mr. Vines that the Board adopt legislation that would require firms to obtain permit or registration for the purpose of tracking, seconded by Mr. Henson and unanimously carried.

Deputy Commissioner Harry Loleas was present, informally, specifically to listen to discussion on firm permit legislation.  Mr. Loleas had informed new administration that the Plumbing Board is already on record for that legislation, and assuming that this Board would also endorse it during its meeting.  The Plumbing Board has engaged the people who they propose to regulate in conversation.  This has been done so that when walking into the legislature it will be proved that contact has been

made to those the Board intend to regulate and the potential benefits to them to register.

CORRESPONDENCE
A letter from Green Run Heating and Cooling, Inc. requesting that they be allowed to obtain a Master HVAC license in the state of Maryland.  The company has been performing service work in the state of Virginia five years.  Kevin James, manager for Green Run Heating, received correspondence informing them that a journeyman examination would be available to the company, and not a qualification.  

COUNSEL'S REPORT
None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion IV was made by Mr. Thomas P. Hayes, seconded by Mr. Michael Maholchic and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors go into Executive Session, at 10:00 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.  The meeting is permitted to be closed pursuant to §10-508 (a)(7) if the State Government Title.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel to review and discuss confidential materials pertaining to applicants for licensure. The Board reconvened into public session at 12:15 p.m.

Motion V was made by Mr. Hayes seconded by Mr. Vines and unanimously carried that the Board accepts the dispositions rendered in the Executive Session.

Review of Applicants

The Board’s decision regarding the two applicants appearing for informal conferences were:

The first applicant will be allowed to sit for the Master Restricted level exam.

The second applicant was found qualified to sit for the Master examination.

The following applications to sit for examination were reviewed and the Board’s disposition of the

matters are as follows:

Three applicants were denied to sit for master restricted examination but approved to sit for the journey.

Six applicants were denied to sit for the master exam.

Three were denied to sit for master examination because of not enough experience and not holding a current Maryland license.  

An applicant was approved to sit for the journey examination.

Adjournment

There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Hayes that all business presented be accepted, seconded by Mr. Henson, and unanimously carried that the State Board of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors adjourn at 12:20 p.m.

___________

Approved without corrections

___________

Approved with corrections

________________________________________________

_____________




Michael McPherson





Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, July 9, 2003 AT 9:30 A.M. IN THE 3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET.

