MINUTES

BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

DATE:           September 17, 2012

TIME:            1:30 P.M.

PLACE:         500 N. Calvert Street

                      Room 308

                      Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:    Christopher Schein

                      Jeanette Stern-Tansey

                      Beatrice Scott

ABSENT:       Lisa Keir

                      Charlie Adams

OTHERS

PRESENT:     Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director

                       Michael Miller, Assistant Executive Director

                       Milena Trust, Assistant Attorney General

                       Deborah L. Heil, Administrative Secretary

                       Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator

CALL TO ORDER


Christopher Schein, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

MINUTES 

Motion (I) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, second by Ms. Scott and unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the June 18, 2012 as written.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

12-LA-03 Signed consent order and paid fine.  Closed.

The Board received an-mail from a licensee who is expired.  Ms. Edwards will write back to him and explain the reinstatement procedures and tell him what he needs to submit to the Board.


Motion (II) was made by Ms. Scott, seconded by Ms. Stern-Tansey and unanimously carried to approve the complaint committee's report.
CORRESPONDENCE

CLARB - PROPOSED CHANGES TO LAAB SCOPE

The Board reviewed this memo from CLARB and found it to be informational only.

CLARB ANNUAL MEETING 

Chris Schein attended the CLARB Annual meeting in San Francisco, CA.   He informed the Board that  ASLA is advocating the use of the PLA designation - "Professional Landscape Architect" - by licensees.  They want to get consistency nationwide on use but it is not their intention that states change laws.  Ms. Trust stated there would be no need to change board's law. There was discussion about this issue.    

Chris Schein further stated that CLARB did a study and learned that students coming right out of school did much better on Parts 1 & 2 than ones who took the exam later on.  They would like states to allow students to take exam after meeting education requirements similar to procedures for ARE and NCIDQ exams.
Chris Schein also reported that political groups are trying to de-regulate some state Boards.  He further stated that CLARB is promoting 24 hours of continuing education.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Board discussed the issues of continuing education and indicated that they need to schedule a CE committee meeting.  It was noted that the Board does not want retired status as an option.

LEGISLATION UPDATE

Ms. Trust stated that the CE bill is at the Governor's office.  Ms. Trust stated that Professional Engineers' Board will submit a separate bill for firm permit requirements.  Ms. Trust noted that the Surveyor's Board decided to move forward with the draft firm permit bill that includes the Surveyors, Architects, and Landscape Architect Boards.

REPORT ON JOINT CHAIR'S MEETING

Chris Schein reported that the Joint Chair's met on September 13, 2012.  It was reported that the fund balance is approximately $240,000.  He stated that the boards are breaking even at the end of the fiscal year which may gradually result in an erosion of the balance.  It was further noted that if the engineer's firm permit bill passes, it will create a new revenue source of approximately $50,000 per year.  It was stated that there may be a need over the next 12 - 18 months to consider adjusting the license fee.                                                                 
Motion (III) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, seconded by Ms. Scott and unanimously carried to authorize raising the license fee if needed.

UPDATE ON STAFF VACANCIES

Michael L. Miller, the new Assistant Executive Director was introduced.  The Board welcomed him.  It was noted that the new investigator would start on Wednesday.
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PAPERLESS BOARD MEETINGS

Ms. Edwards reported that the Division is looking into creating a paperless board meeting room with laptops or ipads, the ability to send or have access through
a secure portal to all meeting materials, and wi-fi.  A meeting will be scheduled with IT staff to discuss alternatives.

APPLICATIONS FOR EXAMINATION

Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, seconded by Ms. Scott and unanimously carried to approve the following applications for examination.

1.  Ryan T. McEnroe

2.  Matthew D. Rhoderick

3.  Kate T. Goodman

4.  Hoang N. Ta

APPLICATIONS FOR RECIPROCITY
Motion (V) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, seconded by Ms. Scott and unanimously carried to approve the following applications for reciprocity.

1.  William F. Carman

2.  Craig A. Atkins

3.  Charles D. Forni

4.  Melissa B. Gildea

5.  Sean P. King

6.  Timothy M. Metzner

7.  Karina A. Veaudry

APPLICATION DENIALS

Motion (VI) was made by Ms. Stern-Tansey, seconded by Ms. Scott and unanimously carried to deny three applications for incompleteness.
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ADJOURNMENT

Motion (VII)  was made by Mr. Scott, seconded by Ms. Stern-Tansey and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 3:00 p.m.

______ With Corrections

__X___  Without Corrections
Signed by Christopher Schein, Chairman, January 22, 2013.
