MARYLAND HOME IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date:



March 2, 2006
Time:



10:00 a.m.

Place:



500 N. Calvert Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

MEMBERS PRESENT:
John Borz, Chairman





Steven Feldman





Marilyn Jumalon





George Rose





Joseph Tunney 





I. Jean White
OTHERS PRESENT:

Wendy Smith-Collins, Assistant Executive Director





Joel Jacobson, Assistant Attorney General





Sherri Henderson, Licensing Supervisor
ITEM I


Minutes


 The Minutes of the January 5, 2006 meeting were unanimously approved as submitted.

ITEM II


Guaranty Fund



The Guaranty Fund balance as of December 31, 2005 was $2,055,996 and January 31, 2006 was $2,104.044.  
ITEM III


Summary Report


    Ms. Smith-Collins submitted the following data for Fiscal Year 2006 through November:
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	TOTAL
	YEAR TO DATE

	Claims Received
	17
	197

	Complaints Received
	240
	1602

	Complaints Resolved
	199
	1567

	On-Site Meetings
	7
	70

	Monetary Settlement by Inves.
	$67,896.00
	$303,637.25

	Restitution thru Criminal Cases
	$75,510.00
	$934,920.32

	SUBTOTAL
	$143,406.00
	$1,238,557.57

	Pre-Hearing Settlements
	$6,728.00
	$     54,594.00

	TOTAL
	$150,134.00
	$1,293,151.57


ITEM IV


Examination Results

The overall passing rate for January 2006 was 62%.

ITEM V


Examination Exemption

Aaron West, licensed since 1997, whose license expired in October 2001, requested that he be exempt from the requirements of COMAR 09.08.01.18B. That regulation provides that an application for a license previously issued which is received more than 2 years from the date of the previously issued license's expiration shall be presumed to be an application for a new license unless the applicant can show good causes for the delay in renewing the license.  The Commission concluded that Mr. West had not shown good cause for the delay in applying for his license renewal.
ITEM VI


Examination Exemption


William John Armstrong, III, Esq. requested on behalf of his client John Franklin Brafford, that the Commission review again Mr. Brafford’s request to be test exempt.  The Commission confirmed their April 2005 decision that Mr. Brafford had not shown good cause for not renewing his license in a timely manner.
ITEM VII


Experience/Education

Katherine Kehoe had registered to take the examination for Home Improvement Contractor.  PSI has requested that the Commission review her experience to determine if she is qualified to sit for the examination.  After review, the Commission concluded that based on COMAR 09.08.01.23A(3), her 20 years experience as a licensed home improvement salesperson may be credited as trade experience, the Commission concluded that she is eligible to sit for the examination.
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ITEM VIII


Examination Exemption


Jeffrey A. Duerbeck, licensed since 1982, whose license expired in November  2002, requested that he be exempt from the requirements of COMAR 09.08.01.18B. That regulation provides that an application for a license previously issued which is received more than 2 years from the date of the previously issued license's expiration shall be presumed to be an application for a new license unless the applicant can show good causes for the delay in renewing the license.  The Commission concluded that Mr. West had shown good cause for the delay in applying for his license renewal.  Mr. Duerbeck is test exempt.

ITEM IX


License Inquiry


Mr. G.H. Hillebrand, dba Closet Factory, inquired about licensure requirements for the installation of a floor based closet system.  The Commission concluded that because the systems sit on the floor and only attached with an L bracket for safety reasons, a license would not be required.
ITEM X


Guaranty Fund Memorandum


Deputy Commissioner Harry Loleas recommended to reduce the $100.00 assessment for each two year renewal period to $75.00 which is a 25% reduction from the present rate.  The Commission voted to reduce the assessment to $75.00.
ITEM XI


Other Business

1. There will not be a Commission meeting on April 6, 2006.  There will be license denial hearings on April 6, 2006.

2. Newspaper article regarding the Fosler ruling was provided to the Commission members.  Joel Jacobson advised that HB 436 – prosecution of unlicensed contractors, subcontractors and salespersons procedures had passed the second reading by the House.



Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 


__________________


_____________________________

John Borz, Chairman


Wendy Smith-Collins, Assistant Executive Director
