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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:
February 19, 2004

TIME:
10:30 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street



3rd Floor Conference Room



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT:
Charles Morgan, Chairman

Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman

Gerard Conis, Board Member

Wayne Fishpaw, Board Member



Keith Horton, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member

Joseph Radtka, Board Member

ABSENT:
Troy Lawson, Board Member

OTHERS 

PRESENT:
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General



Joseph Sliwka, Executive Director



Sharon Kraus, Administrative Aide



Members of the Public

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Charles Morgan, Chairman, called the business meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to order at 10:45 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A Motion was made by Mr. Fishpaw, seconded by Mr. Lenderking and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 10:45 a.m. in Conference Room 300, at 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore Maryland, 21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened the public meeting at 11:00 a.m.

A Motion was made by Mr.Fishpaw, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made during Executive Session.

3 applications for with a prior felony and/or drug conviction were approved. 1application was tabled for further review.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the business and executive session meetings held on January 15, 2004 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A motion was made by Mr. Fishpaw, seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.

COMPLAINTS

Mr. Radtka presented the report of the Complaint Committee to the Board. 

The Board closed the following complaints:

04-PL-33

04-PL-68

04-PL-76

04-PL-43

04-PL-69

04-PL-80

04-PL048

04-PL-70

04-PL-82

04-PL-58

04-PL-72

04-PL-62

04-PL-73

The following complaints have been referred for Pre-charge Review:

03-PL-107

04-PL-16

03-PL-113

04-PL-35

03-PL-115

04-PL-64

04-PL-04

04-PL-74

The following complaints were referred to OAH for a formal hearing:

03-PL-80

03-PL-110

03-PL-115

The Complaint Committee met in executive session prior to the public meeting, pursuant to Section 10-508(a)(7) of the State Government Article to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters, and reported its findings to the Board during the public meeting.  A Motion was made by Mr. Fishpaw, seconded by Mr. Lawson and unanimously carried to approve the report of the Complaint Committee.

OLD BUSINESS
A. CONTINUED DISCUSSION OF NEW PLUMBING CODE – The Board was informed that the printed copies of the plumbing code illustrated books were still not available but should be delivered to the Board next week.   Upon receipt, they will be distributed to the Board members.

B. INSPECTOR SEMINAR DISCUSSION –The Board continued its discussion of suggested topics for the upcoming Inspector Seminar.  Mr. Sliwka informed the Board that the HVACR Board has recommended mold and ventilation as suggested topics for the seminar.  Medical gas, mold and propane gas issues continue to be suggested topics for the seminar by the Plumbing Board.  Mr. Sliwka will update the Board on the progress of scheduling speakers and obtaining a location for the seminar.  The matter will be discussed further next month.

C. UPDATE REGARDING RECIPROCAL AGREEMENTS WITH BALITMORE COUNTY AND WASHINGTON SUBURBAN SANITARY COMMISSION – Mr. Morgan provided the Board with a summary of the meeting held at the request of the Board between representatives from the State Plumbing Board, the Baltimore County Plumbing Board and the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission.  The meeting was held to discuss and resolve issues that currently prevent all three jurisdictions from reciprocating plumbing licenses equally.  Mr. Morgan explained the examination differences between the 3 jurisdictions as to the number of examination questions pertaining to gas.  At the meeting between the three jurisdictions, it was recommended that each jurisdiction offer an examination that contains 80 plumbing questions and 80 gas questions.  Such an examination might be acceptable to all three jurisdictions.  

Baltimore County also requires applicants to complete a 2-lb gas course as part of the County requirements and Mr. Pat Cassidy, Chief Plumbing Inspector recommended that the State Plumbing Board and WSSC consider adding this requirement as well.  

There was also a concern that WSSC accepts W-2 forms for verification of work experience and does not require proof of work hours to be signed by a Master Plumber.  By relying on income-based documentation, the State Board expressed concern that the WSSC could be licensing individuals who have fewer, perhaps insufficient, work hours, yet appear to have worked more hours based on an overtime wage.   

Assistant Attorney General Kinstler explained that legislative changes would be needed if the Board intended to change the examination to be administered as 2 separate parts, and issue a separate plumbing license that did not include gas, or to add any additional requirements for qualification for the examination, such as a certification of completion of an approved 2-lb gas course.  

Mr. Morgan asked the Board to consider if they wished to recommend any changes to the examination in an effort to reach an acceptable agreement for reciprocity with Baltimore County and the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission.  A Motion was made by Mr. Fishpaw, Seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus and unanimously carried to recommend that in the next examination contract, when awarded, should be changed to include 80 plumbing questions together with 80 gas questions, but still administer a single examination.  Mr. Morgan suggested that at a follow-up meeting between the three regulatory bodies, the State Board should inquire whether Baltimore County and the WSSC intend to reciprocate with State-issued licenses issued prior to the change to increase the number of gas questions on the license examination.  He recommended that if either jurisdiction declines to reciprocate the licensees issued prior to the examination being changed, the Board should no longer reciprocate with that jurisdiction.  The matter was tabled for further discussion after the three jurisdictions meet again.

The Board also discussed the possibility that Department officials might not support the Board’s efforts to increase the number of questions on the license examination, notwithstanding the jeopardy to local reciprocal licensing, deemed essential by the Board, with neighboring jurisdictions within Maryland if the Board is not permitted to do so. 

D. UPDATE CONCERNING ACE-DURO FLO PRODUCT – Mr. Hinkhaus updated the Board regarding a product, Ace Duro Flo, previously submitted for product approval. He reported that Baltimore County and Baltimore City reviewed the product’s use to determine the actual method of use for the product.  He explained that a licensed plumber is needed to use product because the pipe must be removed in order to use the product.  
NEW BUSINESS

A. APPEARANCE OF BALTIMORE CITY REPRESENTIVE BEFORE THE BOARD TO DISCUSS LICENSE REQUIREMENTS FOR PROPANE GAS WORK – Mr. Richard Small, Baltimore City Inspection Department, addressed the Board to discuss the license requirements for propane gas work.  He explained that it was Baltimore City’s understanding that a Master natural gas fitter could perform propane gas work.  The Board explained that although it was the intent of the Board members to allow a Master natural gas fitter to perform propane work, the law was written to restrict a Master natural gas fitter from providing natural gas services.  Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., Ann. Code of Md., § 12-101 contains a definition of providing “natural gas services” and a separate definition of providing “propane gas services” in subsections (m) and (o), respectively.  Further, § 12-302 contains separate and distinct qualification provisions for a propane gas fitter certificate and a natural gas fitters license. Accordingly, the Maryland Legislature must have intended that a person hold the appropriate certifications to be authorized to perform propane and natural gas work, notwithstanding the opinion of the members of the Board.  That is, the law is written to mandate that a person must hold a Master Plumber/Gas Fitter license and a Propane Gas Fitter Certificate in order to provide both types of gas services.  

B. LICENSE STATISTICS REPORT – A copy of the updated licensing statistics was provided to the Board for their review. 

C. EXAMINATION STATISTICS REPORT– A copy of the examination statistics for the month of December will be provided to the Board for their review next month. 

D. DISCUSSION CONCERNING NFPA 54 AND NFPA 58 –  Mr. Sliwka asked if NFPA 58 should be used for all propane issues since it is referenced in NFPA 54.  The Board agreed that it should be, and Mr. Hinkhaus suggested that the Board officially adopt NFPA 58 for propane gas as a supplement, since the Board is in the process of adopting the new 2003 edition of the National Standard Code.

CORRESPONDENCE

A. Request for Code Clarification for Deck Mounted Fillers with the Hand Held Shower Option– The Board received the correspondence and determined that some means of a backflow preventer is needed from the hand held shower device.

B. BOARD DISCUSSION OF REQUEST FROM APPLICANT WITH JOURNEY PLUMBER/GAS FITTER EXPIRED OVER FOUR YEARS AGO REQUESTING TO TAKE MASTER PLUMBER/GAS FITTER EXAMINATION - PSI Examinations has received requests to take the Master Plumber/Gas Fitter examination from applicants who do not have a current Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter license and cannot renew their expired Journey license because it has been expired for more than four years.  A clarification was requested whether the applicant must first again obtain a Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter license before being approved to sit for the Master Plumber examination, if the applicant previously held the Journey license for 2 years and submitted the required proof of work hours.  A Motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Conis, to approve for the Master Plumber/Gas Fitter examination an applicant who has previously held a Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter license for 2 years and documents the required work hours, signed by a Master Plumber, along with proof of completion of the required backflow course.

ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Fishpaw and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

____________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________   Without Corrections

__________   With Corrections
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