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Members of the Public

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:40 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Horton, and unanimously carried by the members of the State Board of Plumbing in attendance to go into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to consult with Counsel.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 11:10 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on May 17, 2007 were reviewed by the members of the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Gauss, seconded by Mr. Horton, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.
A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Gauss, and unanimously carried to approve the decisions made during Executive Session.  Six (6) applicants with prior convictions were approved for licensure.  
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Radtka presented the report of the Complaint Committee to the Board:
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A Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Horton, and unanimously carried to approve the report of the Complaint Committee.

A. APPEARANCE OF MR. FRANCISCO BOYSO TO DISCUSS LICENSE RENEWAL – At the request of the Board, Mr. Francisco Boyso appeared to address the Board regarding his request to change the social security number in his license file so that he may renew his Apprentice Plumber/Gas Fitter license.  Mr. Boyso explained to the Board that upon applying for his original Apprentice Plumber/Gas Fitter license, he submitted a false social security number because he did not have a social security number at the time of application.  He explained that has been working in the plumbing field the past 5 years as a plumber, working for contractors on a cash-paid basis.  He stated that he now has legal resident alien papers and has been assigned a social security number.  He is requesting that the Department accept this number so that he may obtain his apprentice plumber/gas fitter license to continue working in the plumbing field.  After a discussion with Board staff about the possibility of changing a social security number of a licensee, Mr. Morgan called for a vote on the matter.  A Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Lenderking, to approve Mr. Boyso’s request to be permitted to apply for his Apprentice Plumber/Gas Fitter license using a different social security number.  Mr. Garner, Mr. Lenderking, Mr. Radtka and Mr. Horton voted in favor of the motion to allow Mr. Boyso to apply to renew his apprentice Plumber/Gas Fitter license under his actual social security number.  Mr. Kastner and Mr. Mr. Gauss voted against the Motion.  The Motion was approved by a majority vote for the Motion.  Mr. Gauss directed that the Minutes reflect that he is totally opposed to the approval and was not sure the Board should not refer the matter to Immigration for investigation.  Mr. Kastner believes that Mr. Boyso should not have been approved because he has not paid taxes despite having worked for the past 5 years in this country.  The Board discussed the matter further and Mr. Gauss stressed opposition to crediting the 2 year period Mr. Boyso held the Apprentice license towards credit for Journey in the future because the license was obtained under false pretenses.  Assistant Attorney General Fried Kinstler advised the Board that if the Department could issue the applicant a new license under the new social security number, then the new license would reflect a new schedule of possession to be considered for future license examination eligibility by the holder.  Mr. Loleas requested that the matter be tabled to allow Ms. Kinstler to further research this matter. 
Mr. Loleas, Deputy Commissioner informed the Board that Executive Director, Jack Lesho, recently had a heart and kidney transplant and is doing well.  He is expected to return next month.  

NEW BUSINENSS
A. REVIEW OF TILE BASIN PRODUCT – The Board reviewed documentation submitted by KBRS Manufacturing for the Tile Basin Product.  A Motion was made by Mr. Gauss, seconded by Mr. Kastner, and unanimously carried to recognize the product has been tested and approved by an approved testing agency of the plumbing code adopted by the Board.  The product is subject to local jurisdiction approval.
B. UPDATE – WASHINGTON SUBURBAN SANITARY COMMISSION –    RECIPROCAL PLUMBER/GAS FITTER LICENSES – 
The Board reviewed correspondence received from the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission indicating that it will now reciprocate licenses from the State.  Mr. Garner expressed concern that the reciprocal licensing requirements for State-licensed plumbers to the WSSC requires that the applicant provide proof of the 32-hour Backflow Prevention course because those State Plumber/Gas Fitter licensees who obtained their State license prior to the time that the Backflow Course was part of the requirements have never been required to take the Backflow Course.
OLD BUSINESS

A. LICENSE STATISTICS

A copy of the license statistics report from PSI, the testing vendor, was presented to the Board members for their review.

B. EXAMINATION STATISTICS

The monthly license examination statistics reports were presented to the Board for review.  
C. UPDATE REGARDING BACKFLOW REQUIREMENTS OF PROVIDERS AND INSTRUCTORS – 
Mr. Loleas informed the Board that there is no update at this time and the matter was tabled.
D. LEGISLATIVE CONCEPTS UPDATE – Mr. Loleas informed the Board that he has submitted the 3 legislative items as recommended by the Board last month.
E. REVIEW OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED REGARDING MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER APPLICANT WHO HAS HELD A CARROLL COUNTY GAS FITTER LICENSE – The Board reviewed and discussed the application for a Master Natural Gas Fitter License submitted by Mr. Steven Bauerlein who is requesting approval for a Master Natural Gas Fitter license based on the license he had held in Carroll County for Natural Gas since 1990.  Carroll County has just recently informed him that he will not be permitted to renew his Carroll County Natural Gas Fitter license unless he possesses a State Master Natural Gas Fitter license.  Documentation was also reviewed from Carroll County, verifying the County’s position and which also provided the license history for Mr. Bauerlein for the license he held from Carroll County, for which he originally passed an examination to obtain the license.  After much consideration and discussion, a Motion was made by Mr. Garner, seconded by Mr. Gauss, and unanimously carried to request staff and Assistant Attorney General Sloane Fried Kinstler to review the documentation and conditional approval was granted if a legal means of approval could be found to grant Mr. Bauerlein’s application request.
F. UPDATE REGARDING TALBOT COUNTY INSPECTOR CORRESPONDENCE – Regarding information obtained at a previous meeting from licensee, Lindy Jones, regarding an Inspector in Talbot County, Assistant Attorney General Kinstler informed the Board that per the Board’s request, the licensing records were reviewed and it was found that the inspector identified, Larry Schuyler, is a licensed Inspector by the Board.
CORRESPONDENCE

A. CORRESPONDENCE FROM LICENSEE WHO HOLDS MASTER PLUMBER LICENSE WITH “NO GAS” RESTRICTION REQUESTING REMOVAL OF “NO GAS” RESTRICTION – The Board reviewed correspondence from Mr. Robert Meffley who holds a Master Plumber license with a “no gas” restriction that he obtained several years ago after taking a special “no gas” license examination that was previously offered by the State to individuals in certain areas of the State where there was no gas used.  Mr. Meffley explained in his letter that that Cecil County has issued him gas permits for the past 27 years but now refuses do to so because of his “no gas” license status.  Mr. Meffley is requesting the Board’s assistance to remove the “no gas” restriction from his license.  He also submitted documentation showing that he holds a Delaware Plumber license, a Delaware HVACR Restricted license, and a Maryland Master Restricted HVAC license.  A Motion was made by Mr. Kastner, seconded by Mr. Gauss, and unanimously carried to request staff to obtain more information regarding whether Mr. Meffley took a gas related examination in order to obtain his Delaware licenses.  The matter was then tabled for further review.

B. PLUMBING CODE UPDATE – Mr. Radtka reported that he and Mr. Lenderking have completed their review of the 2006 National Standard Plumbing Code, the 2004 National Fuel Gas Code, and NFPA 58 and are ready to move forward to adopt the updated code.  Assistant Attorney General, Sloane Fried Kinstler, suggested that they review the modifications previously made to the earlier version of the code contained in COMAR 09.20.01.02 to assure that the sections and page numbers referenced in the previously-adopted regulation have not changed in the new edition code books.  The matter was tabled.
C. DISCUSSION REGARDING GARRETT COUNTY PLUMBING WORK – Mr. Garner discussed a problem in Garrett County that some persons, such as excavators are being allowed to perform plumbing work and that some work is being done improperly and are not being required to hold plumber licenses.  Mr. Garner requested that a letter be sent to Garrett County explaining the license requirements and clarifying who can legally obtain a permit.  Mr. Gauss suggested Mr. Garner first contact him and they will look into the matter together to confirm specific allegations prior to asking the Department to send a letter to the County asking them to address this issue.
D. DISCUSSION REGARDING OUTDOOR WOODBURNING FURNACES – Mr. Gauss discussed his concern over a matter concerning the use of outdoor wood burning furnaces related to the impact they may have on the environment.  He informed the Board that House Bill 881 regarding Outdoor Wood burning Furnaces was withdrawn during the last Legislative session with no action taken.  Mr. Gauss believes the Board should have some take a position on the matter and contact the Department of Environment to assure that the use if these furnaces would not compromise the potable water supply.  A Motion was made by Mr. Gauss, seconded by Mr. Garner, to pursue further information on the above matter.
A Motion was made by Mr. Horton, seconded by Mr. Radtka, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 1:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

_____________
Without Corrections

_____________
With Corrections
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