STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

May 17, 2012
TIME:

10:39 a.m.

PLACE:
500 North Calvert Street  


Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Michael Kastner, Chair
Jon Garner, Board Member
Joseph Radtka, Board Member 

Charles Lenderking, Board Member

Keith Horton, Board Member
Russell Wiebking, Board Member
OTHERS PRESENT:

Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer 

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Harry Loleas, Commissioner of Occupational & Professional Licensing
Erica White, Deputy Commissioner of Occupational & Professional Licensing

Steven Smitson, Occupational & Professional Licensing




Jim Berndt, PHCC 

J. Richard Wagner, Member of the Public

Vernon Gauss, Member of the Public
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:39 a.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the counsel regarding license applications. 
Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board convened to the business meeting at 11:00 a.m.
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion and Mr. Lenderking’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on April 19, 2012. Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Investigation

Closed


Consent Order
Plum-120014

Plum-120026

Plum-120036

Upon Mr. Radtka’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of April 2012 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 1 

          0
      1

      0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            58
  
         24
     34

    41%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 0

           0                  0

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

 8  

           2  
       6

    25%

Totals




67

          26
     41

    39%

There are currently 13, 356 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A.
Proposed Regulation for Inspectors
Mr. Kastner inquired as to the status of the proposed regulation for plumbing inspectors.  Mr. Smitson will have an update at the June business meeting.
B.   
Discussion Regarding of Plumbing Code Information
At a previous business meeting, Mr. Garner informed the Board that a State agency published incorrect plumbing code information.  The Board sent a letter to the agency to clarify that the State follows the Maryland State Plumbing Code and updated them on the proper gas codes.  Mr. Garner expressed his concern to find the incorrect plumbing code information published again.    
C. 
Suggested Legislative Change in the Plumbing Law
Ms. Kinstler reviewed with the Board Annotated Code of Maryland, Business Occupations and Professions, § 12-101 (g) and (h), which reads as follows:

(g) “Journey plumber” means, unless the context requires otherwise, an individual who is licensed by the Board to provide plumbing services while under the direction and control of a master plumber or holder of a limited master plumber license.

(h) “Journey natural gas fitter” means, unless the context requires otherwise, an individual who is licensed by the Board to provide natural gas services while under the direction and control of a master natural gas fitters license.

Ms. Kinstler reminded the Board that a legislative change to the language would either need to read: “under the direction and control of a licensed master natural gas fitter OR a master plumber,” or in the alternative, to, “a HOLDER OF a master gas fitter license or a master plumber license”.  
NEW BUSINESS:

A.  
Additional Statistical Information from PSI

Following a discussion, the Board agreed to request that PSI Exams include a voluntary survey at the end of each exam in order to solicit information from candidates regarding their preparation for the exam and primary language.   

B.
Continuing Education Credits for Inspectors
Mr. Radtka provided the names of the individuals who attended the 2012 MPIA training for continuing education credits.  The following individuals received continuing education credit for inspectors:

John Quigley

Clarence Meiggs

Steve Oden

Michael Von Bank

Charles Michael
Gary Klipp


Bruce Barger

Darrell Smith

Blaine Mowen

James Sprecher

Tom Buckley

Dave Herwig

Tom Zrioka

Gary Remsburg

Paul Alexander
James Cross

John Heldmyer
Ron Lord


Mark Davis

Larry Schuyler

W. Samuel Scott
Bruce Henkel


William Funk Jr.
Richard Wilcher

Scott Schott

Mike Turner


Gordon Jones

Forrest Russell

Joseph Radtka

Dave Jones


Carson Dennis

John Bunker

Nelson Kelly

Barry Walters


Joe Hanna

Jim Casler
C. 
Status Report for Approved Backflow Cross Connection Course Providers and Instructors
Mr. Lenderking reviewed with the Board the following application packets for approval of Backflow Cross Connection Course Instructors and Providers.  
· Sean Cleary, Instructor for IAPMO Backflow Prevention Institute

· Arthur Hayes, Instructor for Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 486

· Larry Rice, Instructor for Plumbers & Steamfitters Local Union 489

· Russell Weibking, Instructor for Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 486

Motion was made by Mr. Radtka, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried to approve the above instructors and providers. 
D. 
Legislative Proposals For 2013
Mr. Loleas requested that the Board develop its list of legislative priorities for the 2013 Legislative Session.  Mr. Loleas explained that he will be presenting the Board’s priorities to the Office of the Secretary following the June board meeting.  The board members discussed requiring continuing education for master licensees (16 hours every 2 years) and requiring businesses that provide plumbing services to register with this Board.  The Board will finalize its priorities at the next business meeting.  
E.
Introduction of New Deputy Commissioner
Mr. Loleas introduced Ms. Erica White to the Board as the new Deputy Commissioner.  Ms. White previously served as legal counsel to the House Economic Matters Committee and is very knowledgeable of the Boards’ and Commissions’ statues and regulations in the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing.   Mr. Kastner welcomed Ms. White and behalf of the Board and stated that the Board looks forward to working with her. 
E.
Resignation of Charles Lenderking
Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that he has reached the end of his term as a Board member and will not seek reappointment. He also informed them that it has been a great pleasure to serve with each of them on the Plumbing Board.  Mr. Kastner thanked Mr. Lenderking on behalf of the Board for all his hard work and dedication.     
CORRESPONDENCE
A.
Product Approvals
The Board reviewed correspondence inquiring if viega or similar like nibco and eckhart propress copper fittings which have zero lead, is a product that has been approved for installation in Maryland.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board requested that Mr. Smitson refer the individual to the lead free regulation. 
B.
Labeling of Lead-Free Plumbing Products
The Board reviewed correspondence from a manufacturer of products that are designed for drinking water applications.  The manufacture inquired as to the requirement of labeling and if it can be waived for those who have third party tested for compliance with large volumes of products.  Upon the Board’s review, it was determined that our regulations do not address labeling.  Mr. Smitson will notify the manufacturer of the Board’s determination. 
CHAIR’S REPORT
None

COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
Motion was made by Mr. Lenderking, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:50 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Michael Kastner, Chair

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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