STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING

BUSINESS MEETING

MINUTES

DATE:

September 17, 2009
TIME:

10:30 a.m.
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Room 302



Baltimore, Maryland  21202

PRESENT: 
Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chair
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Russell Wiebking, Board Member



Charles Lenderking, Board Member



Michael Kastner, Board Member
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OTHERS PRESENT:

Stanley Botts, Commissioner

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General





Steven Smitson, Assistant Commissioner




Brenda Clark, Administrative Officer
Diane Kastner, Member of the public





Jim Berndt, Member of the public 




Larry Le Doyen, HVACR Board Member




Michael Vorgetts, Sunset Review Analyst
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Morgan called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:35 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Upon Mr. Horton’s Motion, and Mr. Weibking’s Second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the Board’s Counsel regarding license applications.  Upon completion of this session, the Board convened to the public meeting at 10:55 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The Members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting and Executive Session held on August 20, 2009. Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as corrected and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT:
CLOSED







Plum 080034

Plum 090013

Plum 090021

Plum 06-Pl-99

Plum 100016
INVESTIGATION


Plum 090016

Plum 090015

Plum 100003

Plum 100016

Plum 100018

Plum 070079

Plum 10021

Plum 100019
PRECHARGE FOR HEARING

Plum 090068
Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Kasner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the complaint committee report.

OLD BUSINESS:
A. REVIEW OF DRAFTED CORRESPONDENCE SENT TO OCEAN CITY REGARDING GAS PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS
Mr. Smitson reviewed with the Board correspondence sent to Mr. Jesse Houston, Director of the Department of Planning and Community Development regarding the Town of Ocean City’s current policies pertaining to gas permits. The Board expressed concern for public safety and recommended that the City adopt policies requiring that all gas fitters obtain a permit and have the jobs inspected.  Mr. Smitson informed the Board that the Town of Ocean City has agreed to adopt the Board’s recommendations.
B. UPDATE ON REGULATION PROPOSED FOR BACKFLOW PROVIDERS
Mr. Smitson updated the Board on the proposed draft to propose new regulation for Cross Connection/Backflow certification.  Mr. Smitson informed the Board that Mr. Loleas is still in the process of working on the proposed regulation; Mr. Smitson informed the Board that he will have an update at the next business meeting.
C.  REVIEW OF THE PSI EXAMINATION STATICAL SUMMARY INFORMATION
The Board reviewed the PSI examination statistical summary information for the total of passers, failures, re-examinations and cumulative examination statistical information for August, 2009.  Upon review, the Board expressed concern with the failure rate.
D.  STATUS OF UPDATING THE PLUMBING INSPECTORS EXAMINATION
Mr. Lenderking reviewed with the Board the status of updating the plumbing inspector’s examination.  Mr. Lenderking informed the Board that the examination will be a 4 hour examination with 100 questions, 40 gas questions, 60 plumbing questions and that a test bank of questions has been created with an additional 14 gas questions.  Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, Seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried by the Board to accept the updated version of the plumbing inspectors examination.     
E.  CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING COURSE PROVIDERS FOR PROPANE
Mr. Lenderking reviewed with the Board a draft of minimum standards to become Board approved, to provide a certified employee training program for a propane gas fitter certificate.  Mr. Lenderking explained that in addition to the previous requirements, it would also be required to have a Board issued propane gas fitter certificate and a minimum of 4 years experience as a licensed gasfitter.  Mr. Lenderking further explained that in addition to the curriculum of basic principles and practices (CETP-Book-1), preparing and installing vapor distribution systems (CETP-Book-4.2) that Appliance installation (CETP-Book-6) will be added.  Upon Mr. Kastner’s Motion, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the Board to accept the draft of minimum standards. 
REVIEW OF TEST BANK QUESTIONS

At last month’s business meeting, the Board met with PSI, the testing vendor to review and update the test bank of questions.  The Board will schedule another date to complete the exam review with PSI.  Mr. Smitson informed the Board that he will get availability dates from PSI to review with the Board in October.
NEW BUSINESS:

CORRESPONDENCE:
A. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM JEFF GUIDO
The Board reviewed correspondence from Mr. Jeff Guido suggesting that the Board consider an amendment to the amount of renewal periods an apprentice is allowed to renew his/her apprentice license without the attempt to upgrade by examination to a journey plumber/gas fitter.  Mr. Guido informed the Board that Michigan, Massachusetts and Illinois have enacted restrictions regarding this matter and suggests that the State Board of Plumbing consider the same.  Upon the Board’s review, Mr. Botts, Commissioner suggested that Ms. Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General, review language from the State Board of Cosmetology that has a similar restriction for future discussion by the Board.
B. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM RENEE WEBSTER   

The Board reviewed correspondence from Renee Webster, who is with the regulatory agency over health care.  She inquired as to if there is a State Code that requires aerators on faucets.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that yes; it is in the Code that the water is not permitted to splash.  Mr. Smitson will inform Ms. Webster of the Board’s response.
C. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM JOSHUA HUBER
The Board reviewed correspondence from Joshua Huber regarding his hot water heater’s exhaust.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that the flue pipe would fall under plumbing. 

D. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM SHANNON WALTERS 
The Board reviewed correspondence from Shannon Walters, Sr. Permit Specialist, from the Permitting and Development Review Division of Frederick County Maryland, informing the Board of a notice of violation that was sent to a Maryland State licensed plumber.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board was appreciative that they were informed of the violation and requested that Mr. Smitson correspond with Shannon Walters to express the Board’s appreciation for the notification.  
E. THE BOARD REVIEWED CORRESPONDENCE FROM MARK GRINSHTAT
The Board reviewed correspondence from Mark Grinshtat informing the Board that he is in the process of preparing for the master plumbers examination and is not sure of what code book he should purchase due to conflicting information from PSI, the testing vendor and the PHCC Maryland Chapter.  Upon the Board’s review, the Board stated that PSI, the testing vendor is in the process of updating to the 2006 code book.  Mr. Smitson will follow up with PSI and reply back to Mr. Grinshtat. 

CHAIR’S REPORT
None.
APPROVAL OF DECISIONS MADE DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Upon Mr. Lenderking’s Motion, and Mr. Kastner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the decisions made during Executive Session.   

ADJOURNMENT:
A Motion was made by Mr. Wiebking, Seconded by Mr. Horton and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 12:30 p.m.

___________________________________ 

Charles J. Morgan, Jr., Chairman

__________     Without Corrections

__________ 
 With Corrections
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