MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2011
The Thursday, December 2, 2011 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:09 p.m.  Present were:  Chairman William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner Sean Malone; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General.
CASE # MSAC-11-06 (MSAC VS. WINSTON THORPE)
The State Athletic Commission conducted a formal hearing in regard to 
Case # MSAC-11-06 (MSAC vs. Winston Thorpe) on December 2, 2011.  The case pertained to a head injury which professional boxer Winston Thorpe of Columbia, South Carolina sustained while competing in a scheduled six-round professional boxing contest versus Maurice Byarm on December 11, 2010 at the Pikesville Armory in Pikesville, Maryland.  Mr. Thorpe lost this boxing contest by a technical knockout in the fifth round; the head injury which Mr. Thorpe received required him to be hospitalized immediately following the boxing contest.
After considering the testimony and evidence in this case, the Commission determined that the boxer’s license belonging to Mr. Thorpe should be revoked effective December 2, 2011.  The revocation of Mr. Thorpe’s boxer’s license replaced the indefinite medical suspension of Mr. Thorpe’s boxer’s license previously imposed by the Commission.  
Based upon the Findings of Fact in regard to this case, the Maryland State Athletic Commission made the following Conclusions of Law:

(1) As a direct result of the professional boxing contest between 
Mr. Thorpe and Mr. Byarm, Mr. Thorpe suffered a subdural hematoma which placed him in serious medical jeopardy with the potential consequence of catastrophic brain damage or death;
(2) A boxer suffering a subdural hematoma, even after the subdural hematoma has completely resolved, identifies the boxer as being more likely to suffer a similar injury in a future bout than would a boxer who has not suffered a subdural hematoma; as the boxer has demonstrated a propensity for incurring such an injury;
(3) Although medical science has not definitively proven the existence of such a propensity, in the absence of such definitive proof to the contrary, the increased risk attendant to an individual’s participation in professional boxing, after having suffered a subdural hematoma, is too great and unacceptable; and
(4) In the regulation of professional boxing in Maryland, the health, safety and welfare of the boxer is first and foremost; accordingly, the Commission, in the furtherance of its vested duties and responsibilities under the law, must err on the side of caution and, in some instances, protect the boxer from his own courage, valor, and will.
It should be noted that notice of the revocation of Mr. Thorpe’s boxer’s license by the Commission, as well as information pertaining to the indefinite medical suspension which the Commission previously imposed on Mr. Thorpe immediately following his December 2, 2011 boxing contest, will remain permanently in the “comments” section of the “fighter report” maintained by Fight Fax, Inc. for Mr. Thorpe; Fight Fax, Inc. is the official certified boxing registry of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC).  
RESIGNATION OF COMMISSIONER 

CLAUDE E. “ED” HITCHCOCK
Executive Director Pannella announced that Commissioner Claude E. “Ed” Hitchcock, who was appointed by Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley to a six-year term beginning on July 1, 2011, elected to resign as a Commission member effective September 28, 2011 for personal reasons.  

Executive Director Pannella noted that Commissioner Hitchcock expressed regret that he was leaving his position and pledged to stay in touch with the Commission.

The Commission thanked Commissioner Hitchcock for his contributions and wished him the best of success in his future endeavors.
APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONER SEAN R. MALONE
Chairman McCaffrey announced that Sean R. Malone was appointed by Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Commissioner Claude E. “Ed” Hitchcock, and that Commissioner Malone was officially sworn in to serve in this position on December 1, 2011.  

Executive Director Pannella noted Commissioner Malone’s extensive knowledge of, and enthusiasm for, the sport of boxing.

The Commission welcomed Commissioner Malone as a member of the Commission.
RING OF HONOR WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, LLC
ISSUANCE OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC recently applied to the Commission to be licensed as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Chairman McCaffrey interviewed Mr. David B. Gibber, Esq., the authorized representative for Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Chairman McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements.  Mr. Pannella noted that it is the intention of Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC to advertise its wrestling events under the name of “Ring of Honor”.

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the license of Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, January 7, 2012 - 7:00 p.m.
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC, advertising 
as Ring of Honor (ROH); 

2. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, February 4, 2012 - 7:00 p.m.
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC, advertising 

as Ring of Honor (ROH); and

3. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, March 3, 2012 - 7:00 p.m.
Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC, advertising 

as Ring of Honor (ROH).

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, January 13, 2012 - 7:30 p.m.


Tall Cedars Hall - 2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Essex, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as  
Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA);
Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, February 4, 2012 - 7:30 p.m.


Tall Cedars Hall - 2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Essex, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as  

Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA); and

Professional Wrestling Event
Thursday, March 17, 2012 - 7:30 p.m.


Tall Cedars Hall - 2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Essex, Maryland

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as  

Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA).

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, March 24, 2012 - 7:30 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue

   - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Bradley Vance, advertising as 

Real Championship Wrestling (RCW).

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, January 28, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.


Orchard Beach Banquet Hall - 7548 Soller Road - Glen Burnie, MD
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

National Wrestling League (NWL).

OIL WRESTLING

Executive Director Pannella reported that he was contacted by an individual named John Murphy who is desirous of holding “oil wrestling” matches at bars, night clubs and adult entertainment establishments where two women, hired by Mr. Murphy and trained by Mr. Murphy, would engage in choreographed physical maneuvers in a small enclosed area such as an inflatable ring.  The Commission held a discussion in regard to this matter.

Mr. Pannella stated that Mr. Murphy informed him that the enclosed area designated for oil wrestling would be small enough as to restrict wrestling maneuvers from being effectuated.

Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler noted that, in the absence of a definition of “wrestling” under Maryland laws applicable to the Commission, the Commission must determine what activity will occur in the “oil wrestling” presented by 

Mr. Murphy and whether the Commission deems such maneuvers to constitute “wrestling”.
The Commission elected not to exercise its jurisdiction at this time over the oil wrestling matches being proposed by Mr. Murphy.  The Commission determined, however, that it would utilize a Commission inspector to conduct “spot checks” of oil wrestling matches being held by Mr. Murphy to ensure that the activity does not constitute wrestling.
REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2011
AMATEUR MMA EVENT SUPERVISED BY AAMMA
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the September 30, 2011 amateur MMA event which was supervised by American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMMA) and held at the Clarnece “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that he and Commission inspector Bryan Hagan were assigned to observe the regulation of this amateur MMA event. 

REVIEW OF OCTOBER 29, 2011
AMATEUR MMA EVENT SUPERVISED BY AAMMA
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the October 29, 2011 amateur MMA event which was supervised by American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMMA) and held at the Williamsport Fire Hall in Williamsport, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the Commission inspectors assigned to observe the regulation of this amateur MMA event were Bryan Hagan and Paul Wallace. 

REVIEW OF OCTOBER 8, 2011
PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Chairman McCaffrey and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the October 8, 2011 professional MMA event which was promoted by John J. Rallo, III, advertising as “Shogun Fights 5” and held at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the MMA show included 10 bouts encompassing 30 scheduled rounds of professional MMA competition. 

REVIEW OF NOVEMBER 3, 2011
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the November 3, 2011 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as “United Boxers”, and held at Martin’s Valley Mansion in Hunt Valley, Maryland.  
Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included five professional boxing bouts encompassing 24 scheduled rounds of professional boxing.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event was entitled “An Evening Ringside To Benefit The Jonathan Ogden Foundation”.

REVIEW OF NOVEMBER 19, 2011
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the November 19, 2011 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing, and held at the Show Place Arena in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included six professional boxing bouts encompassing 30 scheduled rounds of professional boxing.  
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, January 26, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Chairman McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 p.m..
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