MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2011
The Thursday, September 27, 2011 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:12 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner Claude “Ed” Hitchcock; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 
APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONER 

CLAUDE E. “ED” HITCHCOCK
Chairman McCaffrey announced that Claude E. “Ed” Hitchcock was recently appointed by Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley to a six-year term beginning on July 1, 2011, and that Commissioner Hitchcock was officially sworn in to serve in this position on August 3, 2011.  

Executive Director Pannella noted Commissioner Hitchcock’s extensive background as a participant in martial arts and his active involvement in the sport of mixed martial arts (MMA).

The Commission welcomed Commissioner Hitchcock as a member of the Commission.
MOMENT OF SILENCE
Chairman McCaffrey asked the Commission to observe a moment of silence for the following three outstanding athletes who recently passed and who spent a large portion of their respective professional careers in the State of Maryland and in the City of Baltimore:  Mike Flanagan, Baltimore Orioles; John Mackey, Baltimore Colts; and Bubba Smith, Baltimore Colts.  Chairman McCaffrey opined that each of these individuals was highly respected for his valuable contributions both on and off of the playing field.  The Commission observed this moment of silence.  
GENE MOLOVINSKY

RENEWAL OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Gene Molovinsky recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional boxing events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Chairman McCaffrey interviewed Mr. Molovinsky.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Chairman McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Molovinsky, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Molovinsky currently advertises his boxing events under the name of “United Boxers”.

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the license of Gene Molovinsky as a promoter.
APPROVAL AND CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as Maryland Wrestling Federation (MWF), cancelled the professional wrestling event scheduled to be held on Saturday, September 17, 2011 at the Orchard Beach Banquet Hall in Glen Burnie, Maryland.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, September 9, 2011 - 8:00 p.m.
Della Roses’ Restaurant - 8153 Honeygo Boulevard, # A

  - White Marsh, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 
Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); 

2. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, September 10, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.  

Orchard Beach Banquet Hall - 7549 Solley Road - Glen Burnie, MD


Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Wrestling Federation (MWF); 

3. Professional Wrestling Event  (Date Correction) 

Saturday, October 29, 2011 - 8:00 p.m.
The New Green Room - 2401 North Point Boulevard - Dundalk, MD Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW); and
4. Professional Wrestling Event 

Saturday, November 5, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Maryland Sportsplex - 1031 Benfield Boulevard - Millersville, MD
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as

Adrenaline Championship Wrestling (ACW).

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, September 23, 2011 - 8:00 p.m.


Tall Cedars Hall - 2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Essex, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, advertising as  
Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA).
Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter Bradley Vance, advertising as Real Championship Wrestling (RCW), cancelled the professional wrestling event scheduled to be held on Saturday, October 1, 2011 at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Hitchcock, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, September 24, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue

   - Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Bradley Vance, advertising as 

Real Championship Wrestling (RCW).

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Professional Wrestling Event
Sunday, October 9, 2011 - 3:00 p.m.


Great Mills High School -  21130 Great Mills Road - Great Mills, MD
Promoter:  Craig A. Guy, Sr., advertising as 

Horizon Wrestling Alliance (HWA).

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Professional Wrestling Event 

Pay-Per-View Event

Sunday, December 18, 2011 - 7:45 p.m.


First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of World 

Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE).

WWE EVENT / PRE-TAPED WRESTLING ACTIVITY
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that he attended the “Monday Night Raw” professional wrestling event which was promoted by Event Services, Inc., A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of WWE, Inc., and held at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland on June 20, 2011.  Mr. Spizler explained that he had the opportunity to observe a selected pre-taped segment of activity conducted by WWE prior to the start of the wrestling event, and that the pre-taped segment did not include the occurrence of wrestling.  

Executive Director Pannella remarked that the Commission has full access to observing pre-taped segments of activity conducted by WWE, and that WWE maintains a consistent track record over the years of being very cooperative with the Commission in this regard.  
The Commission instructed Executive Director Pannella to prepare Commission written correspondence to WWE, re-stating, for the record, that any portion of a wrestling event held in the State of Maryland which is pre-taped by the promoter and constitutes wrestling must be regulated by the Commission.
AMERICAN AMATEUR MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (AAMMA)
The Commission held a discussion regarding certain policies maintained by American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMMA), an amateur MMA organization authorized by the Commission to supervise amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) in the State of Maryland.  The policies discussed pertained to AAMMA’s requirements for contestants competing in AAMMA’s “Master’s Division”. 
The Commission instructed Executive Director Pannella to ask Dr. John W. Stiller, M.D., Chief Physician and Neurologist for the Commission, for Dr. Stiller’s medical opinion regarding:  (1) which additional medical requirements, if any, 
Dr. Stiller would recommend be successfully completed for older contestants competing in amateur MMA contests; and (2) what the minimum age should be before an amateur MMA contestant is required to undergo such additional medical requirements. 
PRACTICE OF “BLADING” IN PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING
The Commission held a discussion regarding the practice of “blading” in professional wrestling and noted the following.  Blading is the intentional self-infliction of a wound which produces blood.  Certain wrestlers working in the wrestling industry have, on occasion, purposefully grinded or otherwise penetrated objects into the forehead to achieve such a result.  It is a practice which the Commission vigorously opposes and which its regulations prohibit, as reflected in COMAR 09.14.08.03(F)(1)(M) -- A prohibition of “deliberately lacerating oneself or one’s opponent, or by any other means, introducing human or animal blood into the ring”.  This regulation is strictly enforced.  There are legitimate reasons why individuals, including wrestlers and spectators, should not be exposed to blood.  Diseases such as Hepatitis and AIDS can be transmitted through contact with human blood.  Additionally, there is the issue of maintaining the humane treatment of the participants themselves (i.e., not requiring them to bleed as dictated in some wrestlers’ contracts that have come to the attention of the Commission in the past).  
ASSOCIATION OF BOXING COMMISSIONS (ABC)

2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler presented a review of the 2011 Annual Conference of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) which was held from July 30 - August 3, 2011 at the Washington Court Hotel in Washington, D.C.. 
Mr. Spizler, who serves as Co-Chairman of the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Legal Committee, attended the conference, as did Executive Director Pannella, who serves as an ABC Regional Director, and John W. Stiller, M.D., the Commission’s Chief Physician.  Mr. Spizler noted that all three of the Maryland representatives were speakers at the conference, as was John Gradowski, a Commission referee and judge.  Mr. Spizler reported that there were many informative presentations and discussions pertaining to various boxing and MMA matters.

Mr. Spizler reported that the ABC conducted an election of new officers to serve two-year terms, with the following individuals being elected by the ABC membership in attendance to the following positions:  Tim Lueckenhoff, President; Aaron Davis , First Vice President; Jim Erickson, Second Vice President; Buddy Embanato, Treasurer; and Joe Miller, Secretary. 

Mr. Spizler noted that among the presentations made, and topics discussed, were:  
· A speech delivered by honored guest Commissioner Lenny Moore, which 
included a description of the issues of adversity faced by, and overcome by, Commissioner Moore as an African-American athlete playing in the National Football League (NFL) in the 1950’s and 1960’s as well as Commissioner Moore’s personal experiences with boxing legend Muhammad Ali and the need for love and respect among all mankind.
· An ABC Compliance Committee Report which provided a list of commissions that, in the last year, allowed professional boxers to compete while still serving a medical suspension imposed by another commission and listed on the ABC Suspension/Disciplinary List.  

· An ABC Legal Committee Report presented by Mr. Spizler involving a review of the case before the California State Athletic Commission 

regarding professional boxer Antonio Margarito, who attempted to compete in his professional boxing bout versus Shane Mosley on January 24, 2009 in 

Los Angeles, California with a hardening plaster of paris substance in his hand wraps.

· An ABC Legal Committee Report presented by Mr. Spizler involving the 

World Series of Boxing, an initiative of the International Boxing Association (AIBA), and attempts made by the ABC to address, among other pertinent issues, whether the boxers who are competing in this boxing competition are eligible to maintain their amateur boxing status and whether World Series of Boxing bouts will be officially recognized by the ABC as professional bouts.   
· A progress report presented by Dr. Stiller regarding the “Chronic Traumatic 

Brain Injury (CTBI) study which is being conducted on boxers at boxing 

weigh-in activities held in the State of Maryland in association with the 

Commission.

· A presentation made by Mr. Pannella which consisted of a review of the 
“Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Uniform Procedures for 

Requesting and Forwarding Medical Examinations and Test Results” and 
which encouraged ABC member commissions to utilize these procedures 
when transferring boxers’ and MMA contestants’ medical documents from 
commission to commission. 

· A presentation made by Mr. Pannella which consisted of an overview of the 

Commission’s group secondary insurance policy for contestants maintained via regulation.
· A presentation made by Commission referee John Gradowski which 

consisted of an overview of a new study regarding medical malpractice coverage for physicians working as ringside physicians for boxing and MMA events. 

· A presentation made by the ABC Unified Amateur Mixed Martial Arts Rules 

Committee regarding the committee’s proposed unified rules for amateur 
mixed martial arts, culminating in the ABC membership approving these rules.

· A presentation made by Dr. Sheryl Wulkan, M.D. of the ABC Medical 
Advisory Committee for Boxing and MMA regarding the newly-created and 
comprehensive “ABC Handbook of Ringside Medicine”. 

Mr. Spizler observed that the attending ABC members were “mesmerized” by Commissioner Moore’s speech and honored him with a standing ovation when Commissioner Moore concluded his speech.

Mr. Spizler and Mr. Pannella both opined that there is simply “no excuse” for a boxing administrator affiliated with a commission to fail to first check the ABC Suspension/Disciplinary List prior to the start of a boxing event being regulated to ensure that no boxers who are scheduled to compete are not currently under a medical suspension or an administrative suspension. 

Mr. Spizler recognized Dr. Wulkan for her outstanding contributions to both the ABC and all affiliated member commissions by serving as the lead contributor in creating the “ABC Handbook of Ringside Medicine”. 

Mr. Pannella reported that the ABC membership agreed to hold the Year 2012 ABC Conference at the Hilton Clearwater Beach Resort in Clearwater, Florida from July 19 - 27, 2012.

ASSOCIATION OF RINGSIDE PHYSICIANS  (ARP)

2011 ANNUAL MEDICAL SEMINAR 
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler reported that the Association of Ringside Physicians (ARP) will hold its 2011 Annual Medical Seminar at the Omni Orlando Resort at Championsgate in Orlando, Florida from October 27 - 29, 2012.  

Mr. Spizler noted that the theme for this year’s ARP medical seminar is “A Global Overview of Professional and Amateur Combat Sports”.  Mr. Spizler further noted that both he and Dr. John Stiller, Chief Physician for the Commission, currently serve on the ARP Board of Directors and will be making presentations at the upcoming ARP medical seminar.
Executive Director Pannella noted the following.  ARP members work for athletic commissions affiliated with the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) as ringside physicians to ensure that the highest safety standards are in place in the care and regulation of boxers and MMA contestants alike.  The  topics to be discussed at the 2011 Annual ARP Medical Seminar will help attendees to further increase and hone their skills as ringside physicians for both boxing and MMA.  On behalf of the Commission, he sent written correspondence to all Commission physicians encouraging them to attend this valuable medical seminar if their respective schedules permit them to do so.  
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL BOXER MICHAEL PASCHALL 
Chairman McCaffrey reported that the Commission approved written correspondence to be sent under Chairman McCaffrey’s signature to licensed professional boxer Michael Paschall regarding Mr. Paschall’s unwarranted behavior as a spectator at recent Commission-sanctioned boxing events and mixed martial arts (MMA) events held in the State of Maryland.  Chairman McCaffrey noted that the purpose of the Commission sending written correspondence to Mr. Paschall was to make Mr. Paschall fully aware of the Commission’s expectations and policies regarding his conduct as a spectator at boxing and MMA events.
The Commission’s written correspondence:

(1) Directs Mr. Paschall to refrain from loitering in the area immediately surrounding the ring and cage during Commission-sanctioned contests, and requires Mr. Paschall to observe these contests from either a designated seat or at a standing location away from the ring area or cage area;
(2) Unless Mr. Paschall is serving as a licensed second for a contestant in a contest and authorized to enter the ring in such a capacity, directs 

Mr. Paschall to have the promoter of an event first provide Mr. Paschall’s name to the Commission in advance of the event, in writing, confirming that Mr. Paschall is a part of the promoter’s promotional team for a Commission- sanctioned event, and advising the Commission that Mr. Paschall will be entering the ring or cage in this capacity;

(3) Advises Mr. Paschall that the promoter will be responsible for the actions of Mr. Paschall inside the ring or cage as a member of the promoter’s designated promotional team, and that the Commission may consider taking action against the promoter’s license if Mr. Paschall violates a Commission regulation or directive in any manner while inside the ring or cage in such a capacity; and

(4) In order to protect the safety of the contestants, directs Mr. Paschall to refrain from using of flash photography in the area immediately surrounding the ring and cage during Commission-sanctioned contests; and 

(5) Advises Mr. Paschall that any future display of the unwarranted behavior described above and exhibited by Mr. Paschall at a contest regulated by the Commission will result in the Commission pursuing disciplinary action against the boxer’s license currently maintained by Mr. Paschall.
MATCHMAKING PROFESSIONAL BOXING CONTESTS
AND PROFESSIONAL MMA CONTESTS
The Commission held a discussion regarding matchmaking in the sports of professional boxing and professional mixed martial arts (MMA).
Executive Director Pannella noted that, in accordance with Commission regulations, boxing contests and MMA contests can be cancelled at the exclusive discretion of the Commission.  Mr. Pannella remarked that the role of the Commission is to ensure that contestants competing in a bout presented by the matchmaker or promoter for a Commission-sanctioned event are not mismatched.  Mr. Pannella explained that the Commission considers numerous factors pertaining to a contestant’s past fighting history when making such a determination. 
Commissioner Dansicker noted that, in regard to boxers competing in contests, a matchmaker once remarked publicly that “nobody’s been hurt on my watch.”  Commissioner Dansicker further noted that the problem is that no one can predict what mental condition and/or what physical condition a boxer will be experiencing in the years following the conclusion of a boxer’s career.
Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler stated that, in regard to boxers competing in contests, it is the “cumulative effect” of the head blows which a boxer receives in his career in the ring which is a major determining factor regarding whether a boxer suffers from a chronic traumatic brain injury in later years.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 27, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Chairman McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:22 p.m..
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