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CALL TO ORDER
Chair Michael Kastner called the Business Meeting of the State Board of Plumbing to Order at 10:30.m.   
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to enter into Executive Session at 10:31 a.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, in order to consult with the counsel regarding license applications. 
Upon completion of the Executive Session, the Board convened to the business meeting at 10:35a.m.
APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the findings of the Executive Session. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held September 20, 2012. Upon Mr. Garner’s Motion, and Mr. Horton’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting and the Executive Session as presented.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Complaint Committee reported the following:
PLUM 12-34 has been referred to the Office of the Attorney General to initiate regulatory charges against the respondents.

PLUM 13-05 has been referred to an investigator.

PLUM 13-06 has been referred to an investigator to initiate criminal charges against the respondent.
Upon Mr. Wiebking’s Motion, and Mr. Garner’s second, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Complaint Committee report. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS
PSI Exams submitted the following statistical summaries for the month of August 2012: 

Plumber


Candidates Tested
    Passed
Failed
     
Pass %

Journey Natural Gas Fitter

 2 

          0
      2

      0%
Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
            48
  
         15
     33

    31%



Master Natural Gas Fitter

 1

           0                  1

      0%
Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

 7  

           3  
       4

    43%

Totals




58

          18
      40

    31%

There are currently 13,378 active licensees.
OLD BUSINESS

A. RG Steel Update
The Board discussed hosting a licensing workshop with the Baltimore County Board of Plumbing for employees of RG Steel who may be interested in pursuing a career in plumbing or seeing whether they may qualify to sit for the journey or master exam.  Mr. Kastner agreed to contact the Chair of the Baltimore County Board to discuss coordinating such an event.

B. Executive Director of the Mechanical Boards

The application period has closed for the Executive Director of the Mechanical Boards position.  Members of the hiring committee are reviewing the applications and will be scheduling interviews in the next several weeks.

NEW BUSINESS:

A.  Appointment of Leonard J. Howie, III, Secretary of DLLR
Governor O’Malley recently appointed Leonard J. Howie, III as the new Secretary of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.  Secretary Howie previously served as the Deputy Secretary of Operations for the Maryland Department of Human Resources (DHR).  Mr. Howie previously served at DLLR as the Deputy Secretary from 2007-2011.

B. Well Drillers  
The Board reviewed correspondence from a local official in Carroll County who has encountered individuals who hold a well drillers, issued by the Maryland Board of Well Drillers, Department of the Environment, and who are working beyond the scope of the license in violation of the Maryland Plumbing Act.  The Board’s concern is that the well driller may not have the training, knowledge or experience-including knowledge of backflow-to properly install plumbing systems.  This may cause contamination in the house and aquifer.  The Board requested that Commissioner Loleas schedule a joint meeting with the Board of Well Drillers to discuss this Board’s concerns.

C. Inspectors Meeting
Mr. Kastner reported that Mr. Radtka attended the inspectors meeting on November 17, 2012.  The inspectors discussed the issue of well drillers performing plumbing services and the need to update the Code.
D. Poole & Kent
Mr. Kastner and Joe Radtka recently spoke to the supervisors at Poole & Kent regarding the new lead-free standards.  Mr. Kastner commented that he is encouraged to see companies such as Poole & Kent investing in making sure its employees are well informed and complying with the new standards.

E. Propane Gas Certificates
The Board discussed the current process whereby the Board issues propane gas certificates although the exams are administered by course providers.  Counsel pointed out that passing an exam is not listed as one of the statutory requirements for qualifying for a propane certificate.  The Board requested that Commissioner Loleas attend the next board meeting to discuss the statutory history for propane certificates and to participate in a discussion about whether to introduce a legislative proposal to require individuals to pass an exam administered by the Board in order to be eligible for a propane gas certificate.

F.  Unlicensed Contractors Performing Services
Mr. Kastner discussed his concerns that unlicensed individuals, including home improvement contractors, are performing services without obtaining a master plumbing license and without pulling permits or having the jobs inspected.  Following a discussion, the Board requested that the Division send a letter to local officials requesting their cooperation with ensuring that only licensed individuals are performing plumbing services in their jurisdiction.
CORRESPONDENCE
A.  Gas Fitters License
The Board received correspondence from an individual who holds a Master HVACR license in Maryland, DC, Delaware and Virginia.  The individual asked whether he may obtain a Maryland gas fitters license without taking the licensure exam.  Following the review, the Board concluded that the individual is required to sit for the exam in order to obtain a gas fitters license because the Board finds that it has no statutory authority to grant a license exam waiver under this circumstance.

B.  Removal of Disposal and Replacement of Pipe
The Board received correspondence from an individual who asked whether a plumber’s license is required in order to remove a disposal and replace it with straight drain pipe in a rental property that he owns.  Following a discussion, the Board responded that a plumber’s license is required to perform this type of work because this work does not fall within the statutory license exceptions.  See Bus. Occ. & Prof. Art., section 12-301 (b).

C. Install and Repair Refrigeration Systems
The Board received correspondence from an individual who asked whether a plumber’s license is required in order to install and repair refrigeration systems.  Following a discussion, the Board determined that a plumber’s license is not required to install or repair the systems though another mechanical license may be required (such as HVACR).

CHAIR’S REPORT
Mr. Kastner thanked the Board members for their work and dedication and thanked the audience for their interest in the Board’s work.  
COUNSEL’S REPORT
None
ADJOURNMENT:
Motion was made by Mr. Weibking, seconded by Mr. Garner and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:06 p.m.
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