STATE OF MARYLAND
BOARD OF INDIVIDUAL TAX PREPARERS
Business Meeting Minutes
September 9, 2025

TIME: 	              	10:00 a.m.

PLACE:       	VIA Google Meet Teleconference
                        	100 S. Charles St., Tower 1
                       	 Baltimore, MD  21201

PRESENT:      	 Nayo Carter-Gray, Chair 
                             Janice Shih
                             Jane Bourassa
	               Alex Franks
	              	Brian McCurdy	
	
STAFF		
PRESENT:         Christopher Dorsey, Executive Director 	
                              Paige Bryant, Administrative Specialist III
                              Sharron McNeill, Administrative Officer II
                              Robert Pambianco, Legal Counsel	
		
OTHER
PRESENT:           Mary Beth Halpern, MACPA
		   Kyarah Mair
		
			
		
BOARD/STAFF 		
ABSENT:          Javier Solis
                            
                             

Call to Order
Ms. Carter- Gray, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.  

Upon motion (I) by Ms. Shih and seconded by Mr. McCurdy, the Board unanimously voted to approve June 9, 2025, open meeting minutes with corrections. 
  
Report of the Chair
No report from the chair.
Executive Director’s Report 
Mr. Dorsey stated the Board currently has two committee openings. One for the exam committee and one for the complaint committee. 



Examination Committee Report  
Ms. Bourassa reported on the Examination Committee’s review of the PSI examination results from the last meeting until the present. The examination was administered to Forty- three (43) candidates overall: twenty-seven (27) of which were first attempts. Of the first attempts, eleven (11) passed and sixteen (16) failed on their first attempt, five (5) repeated attempts passed, and eleven (11) had repeated failed attempts.

Upon a motion (II) by Ms. Shih and seconded by Mr. Franks, the Board unanimously approved the Examination Committee Report.

New Business
The Board held an election to select the new Vice Chair. Ms. Shih nominated Mr. Franks to be the new Vice Chair in which he accepted. 

Old Business 
The Board discussed making revisions to the code of conduct. The Board ultimately decided to remove section “H” of the draft changes, which would have imposed a reporting requirement on individual tax preparers.

Upon a motion (III) by Mr. Franks and seconded by Ms. Bourassa, the Board voted to revise the Board’s code of conduct so that the pertinent sections read as follows: 

COMAR 09.38.01.05

· A. (5) An individual tax preparer may not permit a client's individual income tax refund check to be made payable to the individual preparer or direct a client's refund to an account controlled by the preparer or require a client to use a specific refund disbursement method that benefits the preparer.
[…]
· B. Client records and data security.
[…]
· B.(3) An individual tax preparer shall implement reasonable safeguards to protect client data, including maintaining a Written Information Security Plan (WISP) to ensure compliance with best cybersecurity practices.

Upon a motion (IV) by Mr. Franks and seconded by Mr. McCurdy the board voted to approve June’s closed session minutes. 

Closed Session
No closed session.

Adjournment
There being no further business, upon a motion (V) by Mr. Franks seconded by Mr. McCurdy, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 10:57 a.m.
Next Meeting Date
The next meeting of the Board will be held on Monday, October 20, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.







____With corrections   					     x   Without corrections
Signature on file						11/18/2025				
_________________				               _________________	
Nayo Carter-Gray, Chair					              Date




